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Note from Editor:  Due to an ongoing 
health  issue, Tom will not be contributing 
new articles for awhile. For now, we will 
dip into his vast archives while he’s on the 
mend.  Please keep Tom in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
January 2002 
 

Last week I received an e-mail from a reader 

asking for help with speed control.  It came at 

the perfect time as I had begun searching for the 

topic that I would address in this month’s in-

stallment; after nearly fifty columns ideas for 

new material do not always spring forth.  So, as 

a way of keeping the information flowing, 

please feel free to send an e-mail, make a phone 

call or dispatch a carrier pigeon with any ques-

tions.  Chances are good that I can address your 

concerns in detail right here. 

 

Speed control can be very difficult to discuss in 

specific terms.  For example, if you are coaching 

someone on a shot, how do you tell that person 

exactly how hard to hit it?  Words like “soft,” 

“medium” and “hard” fail to cover the range of 

possibility.  And we know that very slight varia-

tions in the power applied to a shot can cause 

great differences in result.  So we need ways to 

learn and practice what we call touch.  

 

 To begin we must 

understand where that 

touch originates.  Alt-

hough pool requires con-

stant thought and com-

plex decision making, we 

play the game with our 

hands, one hand really, 

the shooting hand.  Just 

as it is with most endeav-

ors, particularly artistic ones, the feel required to 

make fine adjustments lives in the fingers.  Our 

best pool game always emerges during those 

times when we move the game out of our heads 

and into our hands. 

 

The primary cause for position errors is not lack 

of skill but the absence of complete thinking.  

As I’ve written in the past, precise position play 

results from two critical steps during the prepa-

ration for a shot.  First, while standing and stud-

ying the shot, the player must identify precisely 

where he wants to leave the cue ball by choos-

ing a pinpoint rather than an area on the table.  

The second step after choosing that pinpoint is 

to forget about it, simply let go of it to focus on 

pocketing the ball.  In that moment where you 

allow yourself to forget about the spot you chose 

your hand is liberated to perform.  Clinging to 

thoughts about position during the shot will 

cause internal nagging and physical tension as in 

any experience with incomplete or unresolved 

matters. 

 

Another cause for 

speed errors is opting 

for cue-ball tracks that 

invite them.  After 

choosing the spot dis-

cussed above examine 

the line from that spot 

to the next object ball.  

Now compare the cue-

ball path you are con-

sidering to that line to 

determine if the cue 

ball will be moving on 

that line or across it.  

A shot with the cue 

ball moving across the 

line requires perfect 

speed while a path 

along the line allows 

for error. Shot A in the 

diagram is a very sim-

ple example of that 

principle. Once you 

have determined that 

you want to leave the 

cue ball on the X for a 

straight-shot on the 

eight to hit a stop shot 

for the nine, how do 

you get there?  An   

inexperienced player 

chooses the one-rail, 

solid-line path, which 

intersects the desired 

position line almost 

perpendicularly thus requiring perfect speed to 

stop the cue ball on it.  The seasoned player hits 

this shot with draw and left english to move on-

to the line off the second rail, a path that yields 

the desired angle on the eight ball with a consid-

erable margin for speed error.  Many if not most 

shots offer options for the cue ball and better 

players identify and choose the paths that widen 

the margin for error regarding speed.       

 

Now we need a method for adjusting easily to 

the speed of a strange table.  Great players can 

do so with most tables after just a few shots.  A 

useful tool is a reference speed for all tables, one 

that will help your hand make the proper adjust-

ments for all of the shots that you will encoun-

ter.  I use one called lag speed and I like to tune 

it in before I play on a strange table.  Place the 

cue ball as it is in shot B and shoot it straight 

through the center of the table to hit the foot rail, 

come back and hit the head rail with enough 

speed to rebound and stop within a half diamond 

of where it originated.  Three or four consecu-

tive, successful trials will work to begin tuning 

your hand to the table’s speed.  

 

The ability to play with precise speed control 

and adjust one’s touch to different tables comes 

mainly from experience.  Experience also teach-

es us to make definite and smart choices.  Al-

ways look closely at your next shot to avoid 

leaving yourself too straight when you need to 

move the cue ball or too thin when you need 

keep the cue ball close.  Choosing the correct 

angles will allow you to play more shots with 

comfortable speeds that are easier to control, 

which beats finding yourself trying to power one 

shot and bunt the next to stay in position.  That 

is how great players can go through racks seem-

ingly hitting every shot with the same speed.  

Instruction With Tom 

   www.tomrosspool.com 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  10% OFF 
     on Cues, Cases & Accessories 
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Tue (4/2) 21 Players 
Mark H. $115 
Danny S. $71 
Jim C. $52 
Rick F. $25 
 

Fri (4/5) 21 Players 
Fred L. $90 
Jose C. $55 
Rick F. $35 
Greg W. $20 
 

Sat (4/6) 16 Players 
Josh B. $60 
Jeff C. $45 
Andy P. $25 
 

Sun (4/7) 21 Players 
Jose C. $110 
Andy P. $76 
Danny S. $52 
Kiko B. $30 
 

Tue (4/9) 18 Players 
Andy P. $103 
Jose C. $63 
Kiko Q. $42 
 

Fri (4/12) 12 Players 
Andrew K. $60 
Justin S. $40 
Nick D. $20 
 

Sat (4/13) 14 Players 
Don L. $55 
Scott F. $40 
Andrew O. $25 
 

Sun (4/14) 16 Players 
Marc V. $95 
Danny S. $62 
Jose C. $35 

Tue (4/16) 28 Players 
Danny S. $136 
Marc V. $90 
Kiko P. $70 
Jose C. $35 
Rick F. $20 
Rodney R. $20 Top A/B Player 
 

Fri (4/19) 14 Players 
Matt K. $65 
Brandie R. $45 
Bert $30 
 

Sat (4/20) 12 Players 
Ray V. $50 
Jimmy V. $30 
Evan B. $20 
Roy Y. $10 
 

Sun (4/21) 13 Players 
Marc V. $80 
Jimmy V. $50 
Charlie Z. $34  
 

Sun (4/23) 20 Players 
Jose C. $131 
Mark H. $79 
Kiko B. $52 
Jimmy V. $20 Top A/B Player 
 

Fri (4/26) 16 Players 
Jose C. $60 
Scott F. $45 
Chris F. $30 
Janet O. $15 
 

Sun (4/28) 20 Players 
Melissa L. $110 
Mark H. $66 
Rick F. $44 
Andrew K. $20 Top A/B Player 

 

Not So Fast on Carrying  
on Your Pool Cue…  Just Yet 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Transportation Security Admin-
istration’s (TSA) policy changes to 
remove certain small knives and 
sporting equipment from the pro-
hibited items list were originally 
scheduled to go into effect April 25, 
2013.  However, in order to accom-
modate further input from the Avia-
tion Security Advisory Committee 
(ASAC), which includes represent-
atives from the aviation communi-
ty, passenger advocates, law en-
forcement experts, and other stake-
holders, TSA will temporarily delay 
implementation of these changes.  
This timing will enable TSA to  
incorporate the ASAC’s feedback 
about the changes to the prohibited 
items list and continue workforce 
training. 
 
For more information on these 
changes, please visit: 
 

http://www.tsa.gov/pil-sportequip  
 
When implemented, the following 
sporting equipment will be permit-
ted through TSA security check-
points: billiard cues, ski poles, 
hockey sticks, lacrosse sticks, and 

golf clubs (limited to two).  This 
change includes the allowance of 
small novelty and toy bats through 
checkpoints.  These bats must be 24 
inches or shorter in length or weigh 
less than 24 ounces if they are long-
er than 24 inches.  Full-size base-
ball, softball, and cricket bats 
(longer than 24 inches and heavier 
than 24 ounces) continue to be pro-
hibited from carry-on luggage and 
must be placed in checked baggage. 
 
It is important to note that TSOs 
have the discretion to prohibit an 
individual from carrying an item 
through the screening checkpoint or 
onboard an aircraft if they believe 
the item poses a security threat.  
Therefore, TSA security screening 
personnel make the final decision 
on whether to permit items into the 
sterile area of the airport.  If a pas-
senger is unsure if an item meets 
the requirements described above, 
TSA recommends that the item be 
placed in checked baggage.  Travel-
ers should also check with their air-
line or travel agent for policies, as 
individual airlines may place addi-
tional restrictions on any item. 
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Scotch Doubles  
Qualifiers for Vegas 

 
 

The APA of Northern Colorado would like to congratulate the scotch 

doubles team of Ken King and Lori Barker. After coming from the dark 

side at Night Shotz in Loveland, they decided to try again at an 8-Ball 

Vegas Qualifer held at Paradise Billiards in Evans CO. In the snow storm 

limited field of 11 teams Ken and Lori took advantage of their first round 

BYE and just continued advancing thru the winners side to earn the hot 

seat spot. The final opponents 

turned out to be the cousins, Craig 

and Tonya Haselbush.  

 

Craig and Tonya just happen to be 

the other Jack and Jill team head-

ing to Vegas in April to represent 

Northern Colorado. In the end, 

our repeat team earning their sec-

ond Vegas trip of the year is Ken 

King and Lori Barker taking the 

win.  

 

They will be joining the Scotch 

Doubles team of Patti Zlaten and 

Wes Dycus at the APA National 

tournament in Las Vegas in Au-

gust this year. Best of luck to all 

of our Vegas bound teams! 
Lori Barker & Ken King 
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An Interview with Top Ranked  
International Player Lu Hui Chan  

 

This month I am interviewing my first international star player from Taiwan. 
I am honored to introduce you to Lu Hui Chan… 
 

The Interview:  
 
Viper: Where were you born? 
Lu: Hsinchu, Tawain  
 
Viper: Do you have a girlfriend? 
Lu: No, I am basically married to 
pool  
  
Viper: Do you have siblings? 
Lu: I am the oldest of five children 
and none of them play pool 
  
Viper: What do your parents think of your pool career? 
Lu: My parents have always encouraged to me to be the best that I can 
be. 
    
Viper: As far as a Taiwanese player, who did you look up to? 
Lu: Ching-Shun Yang, he is a couple of years older than me and he was 
the number 1 ranked player in the world. His mental game is superior; 
nothing can bring him out of his game and that is what I admire that 
about him most.  
 
Viper: In your opinion, what parts of the world produce the best play-
ers? 
Lu: Taiwan and the Philippines  
 
Why:  
Lu: Not because of talent rather I think it’s because of the equipment. 
Over in Asia it’s very humid and most pool halls over there have extreme-
ly tight tables. So when the big names come over to the US it seems a little 

easier.  
 
Viper: Who’s your favorite female pool player? 
Lu: Alison Fisher because she is so consistent and a very nice person 
        
Viper: Where and when did you first start playing pool? 
Stevie: I was 13 years old, and visited a bookshop that housed a pool ta-
ble and I was intrigued by the game so I started playing. 
  
Viper: What are your biggest accomplishments in the sport of bil-
liards so far in your young career? 
Lu:  In 1998 I won my first WPA world junior 9-ball championships 
  
Viper: Do you currently have any sponsors? 
Lu:  No and I am looking for sponsorships for here in the USA. Later in 
the spring I plan on coming back and playing in more US events including 
the US Open. 
  
Viper: Did you ever play in a pool league? 
Lu:  NO, they do not exist in Taiwan  
  
Viper: Are you good at any other sports? 
Lu:  I started playing baseball in elementary school and got really good 
at it.  
 
Viper: Describe yourself in three words? 
Lu: Quiet, dedicated and determined 

Viper: If you had to live your life over again, what would one thing 
you change about yourself and/or your pool career? 
Lu:  I have had the opportunity to travel the world and I wouldn’t change 
a thing.   
 
Viper: Who were/are your favorite professionals?  
Lu: I really liked Rodney Morris, when I was a kid I got to watch him in 
action and he was unbeatable in Taiwan.  
  
Viper: How do you prepare for events? 
Lu: I listen to my music on my iPod and practice for a few hours per day. 
I work on my break and play the ghost. I like to listen to American hip-hop 
music – Lady Ga Ga 
  
Viper: What was the best advice you were ever given? 
Lu: The National Coach for the Taiwanese team told me once growing up 
to not ever worry about the score and try to stay relaxed as much as possi-
ble. 
  
Viper: What is one thing that you enjoy most while playing pool? 
Lu: I love everything about competing especially when I am winning.  
  
Viper: If you could say one thing to a young up-coming player what 
would it be?  
Lu: Make sure you have enough time to practice and analyze your game 
so you can learn your mistakes. Don’t make the same mistake twice. Try 
your best not to focus your attention on winning and losing. 
  
Viper: What’s your Favorite game? 
Lu: 10-ball because it’s so much more challenging then 9-ball. 
 
A special “Thank-you” to Lu Hui Chan for taking time out of his travel-
ling schedule to participate in my Ask the Viper. 

 
Viper  

 

Q & A’s by WPBA Pro 

Melissa Little 

Email your questions to: 
info@cuetimes.com 
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The 6th Annual Wyoming Open 
Was a Great Success For Many  

Saratoga, Wyoming - USA's #1 
ranked Shane Van Boening went 
undefeated to win the 6th   Annual 
Wyoming Open. The South Dakota     
native defeated Hawaii's Rocket 
Rodney Morris in the 8-Ball bar 
table event that boasted a full field 
of 48 in the Masters Division.  The 
event was produced by E.J. Glode 
and co-promoted by Dragon Promo-
tions. Drawing over 150 players in 
3 divisions, the Wyoming Open is 
widely regarded  as the biggest and 
best pool event in 6 states. The 
event was sponsored by Asia's #1 
pro cloth Andy Cloth and Master 
Chalk. Local partners are Duke's 
Bar & Grill and Riviera Lodge and 
all events coordinated by Shively 
Hardware.   
 
In the Sportsman Division featuring 
novice players, Mike Kozeniewski 
of Wyoming won the 50 player di-
vision. He defeated Dwain Twiford 
twice in the finals. The Classic Di-
vision featured a full 64 player field 
of advanced players and $1600 for 
1st place. Colorado's Don Clements 
went undefeated including wins 
over runner-up Kevin Wall twice.  

 
The main event open to masters lev-
el as well as professionals featured 
$5000 added to the purse, not in-
cluding a calcutta which featured 
another $6000 in prizes. Early fa-
vorites included Rodney Morris, 
Stevie Moore, Charlie Williams, 
Raj Hundal, Rafael Martinez, and 
Shane Van Boening. Other notable 
names were Marc Vidal of Spain 
(and Colorado!) and Mark Tadd of 
Utah.  
 
All the favorites made it to the final 
16 bracket. In the re-draw, Martinez 
defeated Hundal while Vidal made 
an upset over Charlie Williams 7-5. 
Van Boening defeated Moore, Mar-
tinez 6-5, and another hill-hill thrill-
er over Rodney Morris 6-5. Hundal 
then shutout Stevie Moore 7-0 
while Williams bounced back with 
2 more wins to make the final 8.  
 
Martinez, Hundal, Williams, Vidal 

rounded out the final 8 
 
The final day saw Rafael Martinez 
defeat Williams 7-4 while Morris 
won over Hundal. Morris then went 
on to win a tough 7-5 match over 
Martinez after being down 4-0. He 
then went on to eliminate Vidal 7-5 
who finished 3rd. Notable finishes 
by non-pro players included 5th 
place by Ricardo Martinez 
(unrelated to Rafael) and Bruce 
Wilson who got 7th.  
 
The finals pitted two red hot players 
in Morris vs Van Boening. Both 
players went #2 and #1 respectively 
in the player auction. The match 
went extremely fast. Morris had 
beaten Van Boening in the past 5 
other tournaments. But Van Boe-
ning's break seemed unstoppable, 
and Morris scratched the final break 
giving the match to  Shane 7-5.  
 
"The way I've been playing, I knew 
Shane would have to play absolute-
ly perfect to beat me. And sure 
enough, he played a flawless two 
matches against me this tournament. 
My hat's off to him", said Morris.  
  
"Bar Box 8-Ball is my all time fa-
vorite game", said Shane.  
 

The Wyoming Open also had a sec-
ond chance Hard Luck    9-Ball 
event for the players knocked out 
early. This was won by Ace Brown 
of Utah who was thrilled to finally 
win his first trophy at the Wyoming 
Open in 6 tries. Several mini-
tournaments were held at Duke's 
Bar that went on to 3am.  
 

"I'm finally starting to shoot loose! 
It's so much fun! I won't ever miss 
this tournament!", said Brad Kallev-
ig. 
 
26 kids also showed up to play in 
the Wyoming Open Qualifier for 
the USA Junior Nationals hosted by 
the BEF (Billiard Education Foun-
dation). Kids 17 and under came 
from Nebraska, Colorado, and all 
over Wyoming. The tournament 
was a bright gem that brightened 
further the atmosphere of the Wyo-
ming Open, and the success was 
due to Mrs. Samm Vidal, new direc-
tor of the BEF.  
 
"The Wyoming Open is the biggest 
week for my business and for many 
others in our town. E.J. is always 
trying to improve the event, and this 
year is by far the best Wyoming 
Open ever!", said Chris Duke, own-
er of Duke's Bar & Grill. Duke is 
one of the event's primary sponsors 
and partner.  

EJ Glode with Shane Van Boening 
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James Beckemeyer and James 
Brothers Battle for Top Honors 

Results provided by Rich Montoya  

Photos courtesy of Joshua Ramey 
 

A very strong field of players (34 

to be exact) showed up at Love’s 
Shack Pool & Pub to play some     

8-ball in this 13’s and down event 

and as I have always said… On 

any given day, there could be a 

new champion! 
 

Well, this time it was the James’s 

who bested the field. James Broth-

ers started out with Charlie Wil-

liamson (5-3) and then John San-

tistevan in a see-saw battle that 
featured 6 out of 9 Racks being a 

run out. James came out on top    

(5-4) and went on to do battle 

against a new young player Pepito 

Lopez. James once again came out 

on top (5-3) and then matched up 

against the 10-ball Champion Jon 

Amo (5-3). He dominated the next 
match as well against Jonas Mar-

tinez for the hot seat (5-2).  James 

dazzled all of us with an array of 

shot making, safety play, and run 

out capabilities that we would all 

envy. 
 

On the other side, it was James 

Beckemeyer, a former champion 
who just recently came back from 

a 10 year hiatus. He matched up 

against a very dangerous player in 

Dusty Trujillo (5-4) in the first 

round. Next in line was the always 

present Dave Hubbard (5-2), then 

Scotch Doubles Champion Pom 

Rai (5-1), before losing to one of 
the best - Jonas Martinez (4-5).  

He went to the losers bracket 

and said it was time to “pump 

up the volume” and he did just 

that by beating Pepe Lopez Sr. 

(5-3) and then Jon Amo, (5-1) 

and finally in a revenge match, 

he defeated Jonas Martinez     
(5-1). That is when he told me 

privately that he wanted some 

double dippage. He started out 

the first set of the finals with a 

(5-1) victory over James Brothers. 

Then, in the final game of the tour-

nament, Brothers broke and looked 

as if he might run out to win his 

first Stay In Stroke title, but missed 

a bank shot on the 8-ball and the 

rest is history. What a great tourna-
ment!!!! Congratulations go out to 

Mr. Beckemeyer for his outstand-

ing play in a tough field. 
 

My idea was to create good action, 

as well as an opportunity to get 

warmed up for Vegas. Thanks to 

all who competed, to Crystal 

(behind the bar), to Deb Love 

(owner), as well as Joshua Ramey 

(photographer) and Holly Figueroa 
for her help. 
 

Continue to support billiards in 

Colorado by teaching someone, 

taking a lesson, support Cue Times 

advertisers, buy a cue, participate 

in all the local events you can and 

last but not least…. “STAY IN 

STROKE”! 

Tourney Champ  
James Beckemeyer 

Runner Up 
James Brothers 

Here is how they finished: 
 

1st  James Beckemeyer  $300.00/$425.00 

2nd  James Brothers  $250.00/$360.00 

3rd  Jonas Martinez  $200.00/$275.00 

4th  Jon Amo   $175.00/$200.00 

5th  Pepe Lopez  $150.00/$130.00 

6th  Mike Willeford  $150.00/$130.00 

7th  Ed Borrego   $100.00/$50.00 

8th  Marvin Owens  $100.00/$50.00 
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(Englewood, CO): On Saturday, April 20th, Str8 

Shots hosted another successful qualifier for the 

2013 BEF Junior Nationals at Antique Billiard Mu-

seum in Colorado Springs, CO. Over 20 young 

players arrived in hopes of qualifying for the up-

coming championship in July. 

In the 18 & Under divi-

sion, 18-year-old Geof-

frey Quezada of Arvada 

went undefeated to claim 

the likes of a $300 aca-

demic scholarship made 

possible by Str8 Shots. 

15-year-old Josh Bustos, 

who was already quali-

fied for Junior Nationals, 

exchanged run outs with Quezada in the finals be-

fore settling for second and $200 in scholarship 

bucks. Kristiana Lievanos, the only girl in the divi-

sion made her way to the semi-finals to take third 

and a paid entry into Nationals.  

In the 14 & Under division, 14-year-old Tyler    

Casey came back through the b-side after losing his 

first match to 10-year-old Baron Mauro. Mauro 

had a great showing considering it was his first 

pool tournament ever. Both boys, along with sec-

ond-place finisher Tanner Stoops, earned their way 

to Nationals. 

In total, Str8 Shots added $800 to the event to be 

awarded in academic scholarships, and even more 

in entry and membership fees, and not to mention 

payouts in the open division. Colorado is more than 

fortunate to have the support and organization of 

Str8-Shots.com. 

 
18 & Under division: 
 

1st Place: Geoffrey Quezada, age 18 ($300 Scholarship) 
2nd Place: Joshua Bustos, age 15 ($200 Scholarship) 
3rd Place: Kristiana Lievanos, age 17 ($100 Scholarship 
+ Paid Entry in to Jr Nationals) 
4th Place: Taren Stewart, age 15 
5th Place: Jacob Christiansen, age 16 (Qualifier) 
 

14 & Under division: 
 

1st Place: Tyler Casey, age 14 ($100 Scholarship, Quali-
fier + Trophy) 
2nd Place: Tanner Stoops, age 11 ($50 Scholarship, 
Qualifier + Trophy) 
3rd Place: Baron Mauro, age 10 ($50 Scholarship, Qual-
ifier + Trophy) 
Top Girl: Kyleigh Shaw, age 8 (Paid Entry into Junior 

Nationals + Trophy)  

 
 

Date: April 25, 2013 

Str8 Shots Qualifies another Six for  
BEF Junior National Championships 

Billiard Education Foundation  
PRESS RELEASE 
 

Contact:   Samm Diep-Vidal            
                 Executive Director 
                 samm@BilliardEducation.org 
     303.667.8000  

L to R: Baron Mauro, Tanner Stoops, Tyler Casey, 
Kyleigh Shaw, Mason Hoffman 

L to R: Kristiana Lievanos, Geoffrey Quezada,  
and Josh Bustos 

Andrew Pettinger 
Champion 

1st Annual Energy Capital 9-Ball Classic 
 

Gillette, WY - April, 2013 

Forty-four players of all skill levels 
showed up at the inaugural Energy Capital 
9-Ball Classic held at the Sundance 
Lounge in Gillette, WY.  On the line was 
the right to be the first winner of what is  
sure to become an annual event. 
 

In this handicapped event, the field 
was comprised of 13 B’s, 11 A’s, 14 
AA’s, and 6 AAA’s with Colorado 
being represented by the eventual 
winner ATM and Pueblo’s own Jim 
Calderon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There were plenty of ways to win some 
cash at this event with money added to the 
main pot, player auctions, and mini-
tournaments on the side. With the tourna-
ment director’s plan (Chuck Wise) to 

grow this to a full 64 
player field, opportuni-
ties to win even bigger 
payouts will no doubt 
increase. To make it 
even more competitive, 
Chuck is also thinking 
about creating a couple 
of brackets to accommo-
date the different skill 
levels. 
 
You simply must put 
this tournament on your 
list  of things to do for 
next year! You won’t 
want to miss it…. 

1st Andrew ATM Pettinger $1250 

2nd Ken Nash  $825 

3rd Buzz Gorham  $575 

4th Mick Teifenthaller $375 

5/6th Vince Archuletta  $225 
 Shane Hatfield 
 

7/8th Jeff Worcester  $150 
 Aaron Maki  

Buzz Gorham (B)  
3rd Place 

Ken Nash (AAA) 
2nd Place 
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Adventure Time in Saratoga, WY 
By Krystle Radtke, guest contributor  
 

(A little about Krystle in her own words: “Well, 
I'm a flute player pursuing a Masters degree in 
Flute Performance. My life is pretty open ended 
right now and I'm coming to terms with that one 
day at a time.”) 
 
Pool has always 

been a pretty large 

part of my life: I 

grew up playing in 

bars while my 

mom worked and 

while my family 

just hung out 

downtown (small 

towns allow small 

children into their small bars). I distinctly      

remember playing pool with my first crush, 

barely able to see over the table, and the joy I 

had in winning the “game,” (Although let’s be 

honest, it was not a legitimate game of pool, 

throwing the balls around and hitting at them 

with bar sticks). In high school I participated in 

leagues, we lied about my age so that I could 

play in different bars around town on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday nights (15 to 18 isn’t 

that big of a difference, right?) and I played in 

countless different bar tournaments. I bought my 

first intermediate flute with money from pool 

tournaments and I played pool every night from 

as soon as the bus dropped me off at the bar  

until I went to bed. Pool permeated my life in a 

way that didn’t negatively affect my school,  

music, or sports. I somehow managed to do it all 

while playing  ridiculous amounts of pool 

around town.  

  

Unfortunately my undergraduate degree brought 

on insane amounts of practice with the flute: 

rehearsals, concerts, and classes. Studying both 

music and philosophy I rarely had the time to go 

to the gym and eat food, much less go to a bar to 

throw down some money and play some pool. 

So for years I took a pool hiatus 9 months out of 

the year.  

  

It was awful. 

  

But then I moved to Laramie to pursue a gradu-

ate degree in flute performance. It was here that 

I saw a sign for a pool tournament on campus, a 

tournament I enthusiastically signed up. Things 

weren’t going well between my then-boyfriend 

and me and I needed to do something that      

reminded me of who I was. This tournament 

was it. I later learned that it was a regional qual-

ifier, the very same tournament that brought me 

to the ACUI regionals in Salt Lake City where I 

finished undefeated as the number one seed for 

nationals. Pool made a sudden, unexpected 

comeback into my life and I have shamelessly 

embraced it. Now I play in weekly tournaments 

here in Laramie, sometimes traveling down to 

Fort Collins for the tougher competition and the 

better tables. I have been watching professional 

matches on YouTube in between practicing the 

flute at school and at night while I wind down 

from the day with a glass of wine. So it’s not 

surprising that I have been jumping at the      

opportunity to travel to see the pro’s play and to 

test myself against better competition.  

  

My first trip of this sort happened on March 23rd 

when I drove down to the Englewood pool hall 

Felt to see Nick Varner and Thorsten Hohmann 

play, with the intentions of playing in the 8-ball 

barbox tournament. Unfortunately due to the 

weather I showed up too late for the tournament 

to work out, but watching Nick and Thorsten 

play and hearing what they had to say about 

pool got me even more excited about the sport. 

There’s just something about watching a live 

match over a YouTube match that is just super 

exciting. 

  

Which brings us to this last weekend. Oddly 

enough the University of Wyoming had Good 

Friday off for an Easter break, which turned out 

to be a convenient day off for me as a pool fan! 

I had known about the sixth annual Platte Valley 

Open pool tournament in Saratoga for a while, 

but I decided at the last 

minute that I wanted to 

shoot in the tourna-

ment. The final draw 

was hearing that Shane 

Van Boening was go-

ing to be there, because 

Shane is the pool play-

er of my dreams right 

now. I have watched 

almost every one of his 

matches on YouTube 

and am always on the 

lookout for new match-

es of his online —

whether nine ball, ten 

ball, barbox or large 

table, straight pool, an-

ything. So hearing that 

he was going to be 

shooting pool at a place 

that was mere hours 

from my apartment was 

enough to get me to 

hop in my car and 

drive. I decided to try 

my hand at the Classic 

division and somehow 

managed to get in. 

With a $100 entrance 

fee, a $120 motel room 

fee, $30 for gas, and 

money for food and 

drinks, I was definitely 

stretching my financial situation for this tourna-

ment. And it was so worth it.  

  

Although I lost my first match to Richard Case, 

a man that I would later become friends       

with, my first day in Saratoga was amazing. I 

was there with my buddies Scott Maloney and 

Delilah Ye Feng, and was in the midst of   

cheering on Scott when I heard that Shane Van 

Boening and Rodney Morris were in the finals 

of a mini-day tournament at the local bar, 

Duke’s. I shamelessly bailed on Scott to go 

watch the match. Shane and Rodney were play-

ing a strange hybrid of 8-ball and 9-ball that    

EJ had devised solely for this tournament and 

that I had never seen before. So, unsurprisingly, 

I stood by a fellow pool player and struck about 

a conversation about the ball colors and the 

numbers. You see, for this Saratoga game (that’s 

what they dubbed this unique hybrid) the num-

bers 1-6, 7-12, and 13 were used, omitting the 

14 and 15 balls—and the numbers did not match 

up to the typical ball numbers. 1 in normal pool 

is yellow, 1 in this game was green, and etc. So 

I asked the fellow next to me which was which 

and we started chatting (I think the ball colors 

matched up with snooker ball colors, but I’m 

still not sure).  
  

           continued to page 16 
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Three Brothers. Two Families. One Huge Love for Pool 
By Cue Times Staff 

16-year-old Taren Stewart may 

be Tarasa Escoubas’s only bio-

logical son but you would nev-

er know it when you see them 

with his two brothers. Taren 

lives full time with his mom 

and her husband of five years, 

Travis Escoubas. Half of the 

week, he’s joined by his two 

brothers,    14-year-old Joshua 

Bustos and 10-year-old    Cody 

Escoubas. Travis and Tarasa 

have never believed in using the word “step” 

when referring to their new siblings. They’ve 

only known each other as simply brothers. “I 

guess I collect kids,” said Tarasa with a smile. 

You see, Josh is the oldest biological son of 

Katie Bustos-Barnhill, and Cody is the biologi-

cal son from Katie and Travis’s previous mar-

riage to each other. Though Travis is not Josh’s 

biological father, he raised him as his own since 

he was a baby. Tarasa also has two older boys 

from a previous marriage who are not her bio-

logical children but are still actively part of her 

family. Katie and Damon Barnhill have been 

married, coincidentally, also for five years and 

Damon has two young daughters from a previ-

ous marriage who spend time at their home as 

well. 

Starting to hum the Brady Bunch tune yet? 

Wait, it gets better. 

These two sets of loving parents have devoted 

their lives to creating a healthy, nurturing envi-

ronment for these boys. Most ex’s and step par-

ents may be polite and civil with one another 

and each other’s kids but these families spend at 

least one day a week together supporting the 

boys’ love for pool. They share them 50/50 dur-

ing the week and even live only a mile away 

from one another. “We do every other week 

with mid-week dinners so the boys don’t ever 

go an entire week without seeing the other par-

ent,” said Katie. 

Taren and Josh both began playing pool around 

the same time. Taren was 10 and Josh was 9. 

Tarasa fondly recalls spending hours together on 

their home pool table in the garage with a little 

space heater, having family tournaments and 

playing for high stakes…. 

Chores. “Of course at that 

time we could always beat the 

boys so we (parents) never 

ended up doing the dishes. 

Now…not so much,” shares 

Tarasa. Though Cody was not 

old enough to play for chores 

at the time, he was still part of 

the action by keeping score 

on his own personal dry erase 

board. 

As the boys became more  

serious with pool and 

began competing, the 

two families saw 

more and more of 

each other. Not un-

like proud soccer 

moms, Tarasa and 

Katie can often be 

found along the rail 

with cameras in hand 

and sometimes a tear 

or two in their eyes. 

In February, Taren 

and Josh’s team took top honors in Loveland at 

the VNEA Regional Youth Tournament, while 

younger brother Cody’s team finished third. 

Most recently, both Taren and Josh won their 

respective age divisions at the Str8 Shots Quali-

fier at Felt, earning their spots to the 2013 BEF 

Junior Nationals. And, on the same day, an ec-

static Cody learned that he had also earned his 

way to Nationals for finishing in the top of the 

Wynkoop’s 15-Rack League. 

Pool has not only helped build the confidence of 

these three young men, but it has given them 

goals to work toward and achieve. “I have never 

seen him focus so hard on something, deter-

mined to be the best,” Tarasa said about Taren. 

After over a year of searching for a league for 

the boys and not wanting to drive all the way to 

Fort Collins or Gree-

ley, Travis and Tarasa 

took on the grand en-

deavor of starting a 

youth pool league at 

Lil’s Place. Without 

knowing what to ex-

pect, they were over-

whelmed by the turn-

out. The current 

league has grown to 

over 20 kids with new 

inquiries every week. 

With the help of Str8 

Shots, they’re able to 

keep the league dues 

low for the families 

with multiple children 

and the children re-

ceive trophies, gift 

bags, pizza parties, 

clinics, and more. “Str8 Shots has really gone to 

huge efforts to make this happen, they are so 

behind the scenes but they are the ones provid-

ing this opportunity,” said Tarasa, “I am so pas-

sionate about this junior’s league and it all start-

ed with a little family time in the garage playing 

pool.” 

 “Pool has given us even more quality family 

time. We play everywhere. Pool is such a huge 

part of our lives that even when we go on vaca-

tion those cues are packed and ready to go with 

us.” said Tarasa, sharing a story of visiting the 

pool room as a family on a recent trip to Illinois 

to visit grampa. “The boys get along great at 

home! They are not only brothers but best 

friends,” both moms agreed. 

“Pool is changing the lives of my boys because 

it is not only teaching them the game skills but 

also how to behave appropriately in all situa-

tions, when winning, losing and how to handle 

yourself in a mature appropriate way,” added 

Katie. 

With the loving support of their families, there 

is no doubt that these boys have great success in 

their future. To say these three boys are lucky to 

have a supportive home life would be an under-

statement. We could all learn a valuable lesson 

on the power of love, for one another and for 

our great sport. 

The Bustos Family 

The Stewart-Escoubas Family 
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Metro Denver APA Updates 
 Fall Session 2012  
All Stars Top Gun  

 

“The Best of the Best” in Denver 
Metro & Northern Colorado 
APA met Saturday April 6th, 
2013 at the Mirage Sports Bar & 
Cafe to challenge each other for 
$720.00 cash prize and the Top 
Gun All Star Eagle.  
  
The matches for 7th/8th pitted 
Blake Cohen and defending 
champ Eddie Wary Carroll as 
well as Lady Top Gun runner-up 
Lisa Hightower against Casey 
Betancur. Eddie Wray advanced 
in a close match to face David 
Jantzen and Casey advanced to face 
Lady Top Gun winner Aimee Peter-
son with the losers taking 5th/6th 
place. Eddie Wray advanced again 
in true 7 fashion buy Casey’s road 
ended as Aimee emerged victorious 
pitting both Aimee and Eddie Wray 
against each other. It was quite a 
show going double hill but Eddie 
Wray managed to pull it out leaving 
Aimee in 4th place. Eddie Wray ad-
vanced to meet another 7 in Paul 

Richardson. They both played a little 
cat and mouse with defense with 
Eddie Wray again emerging the vic-
tor leaving Paul in 3rd place. Eddie 
Wray moved back to the winners 
side setting up a rematch of last ses-
sions All Star final against Mike El-
lis. Eddie jumped out 3-2 and looked 
like he had Mike on the ropes how-
ever, he could not deliver the knock-
out blow as Mike won the next 3 
matches ending with a flourish with 
his 5th win being a 8 on the break.  

Top Guns All Stars 
Left to Right: Eddie Wray Carroll, Paul 

Richardson, Mike Ellis & Aimee Peterson  

 METRO DENVER APA SWEET “7” REMAINING 
TOURNAMENT DATES FOR 2013 SPRING SESSION 

(only players from Chuck’s area are eligible to participate) 

   May 4th,   2013 Brackets for Skill Levels 6’s & 7’s at Mirage  
   May 18th,  2013 Jack n Jill at Famous Door  
   July 13th,  2013 Spring Session 2013 Mens Only TopGun at Mirage  
   July 27th,  2013 Spring Session 2013 Ladies Only TopGun at Mirage 
  
(THERE WILL BE A SPRING SESSION 2013 ALLSTARS TOURNAMENT ON AU-
GUST 3RD, 2013 FOR THE TOP WINNING PLAYERS FROM BOTH TOPGUN 
EVENTS HOWEVER, THE ALLSTARS IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE SWEET “7” 
TOURNAMENTS OR THE PAYOUT AND THERE WILL BE AN ENTRY FEE OF 
$15.00) 
 
****ALL OUR TOURNAMENTS ARE FOR APA PLAYERS PLAYING IN THE FRAN-
CHISE AREA AND ACTIVE ON A TEAM FOR SPRING  SESSION 2013. 
  
ANY QUESTIONS REGADING THESE TOURNAMENTS PLEASE CALL:  
CHUCK ROONEY 720-427-4629 

 Ladies Top Gun 
Fall Session 2012  

 

The Mirage Sports Bar & Cafe 
hosted the Top Lady Gun on 
Saturday March 30th, 2013. 46 
of the top lady players in the 
Metro Denver & Northern Col-
orado APA were on hand to vie 
for $690.00 and the prestigious 
Top Gun Eagle. The quarterfi-
nals pitted Kim Frawley vs.  
Lisa Hightower and Sarah Du-
ran vs. Casey Ellis with Lisa 
moving on to face Lingyl Jiang 
and Casey moving on to face 
Pam Dubois. Casey and Lisa 
were victorious again and went 
head to head with Lisa pulling out 
the win in a double hill match. Lisa 
moved on to face the hot shooting 
Amelia Ruplinger who had just lost 
a heart breaker to perennial top shot 
Aimee Peterson. Lisa continued her 

hot shooting streak to move her to 
the finals with the tough task of 
having to beat Aimee twice. Aimee 
proved to be too strong on this day 
taking the first set 5-0 and taking 
home the Eagle.  

Top Lady Guns 
Left to Right: Casey Ellis, Lisa Hightower, 

Aimee Peterson & Amelia Ruplinger  

Sweet “7” Tourney Results 
for Metro Denver APA 

 Captain/Co-Captain 
Tournament 

 

The Sweet “7” Tournament  
Series for Metro Denver APA 

kicked off with a bang at the 

Captain/Co-Captain tourna-

ment on April 13th, 2013 at 

the Famous Door in Aurora. 

46 teams consisting of 92 

players squared off for the 

$2,200.00 in prize money. The 

5th &6th placed pairings pitted 

Laszlo Dekay and Lee Kramer 

against Chisolm Woodson and 

Christina Merola, Filip Stibral 

and Zoe Johnson vs. Ken 
Schmidt and Christine Reese 

with the winners getting paid and the 

losers going home. Laszlo & Lee 

squeaked by as did Ken and Chris-

tine becoming the first of the money 

winners in 5th/6th place for $100 per 

team. The playoff for 3rd and 4th 

place money was Todd Bernshousen 

and Roxanne Hoffner against Gary 

Brown and Lisa Hightower. It was a 

highly contested match going double 

hill but strategic defense and key 

shot selection saw Todd and 
Roxanne get the better of it winning 

3rd place and $400 as Gary and Lisa 

received the 4th place prize of $200. 

That left the finals pitting Chad Mil-

ler and Tony Holub against Mike 

Pope and David Foyle, both teams 

had yet to taste defeat and were hun-

gary to take down the top prize. It 

looked like Mike and David were 

gonna pull it off easily as they 

quickly jumped out to a 2-0 lead, 

one key miss allowed Chad and   

Tony to get on the board and did 

they ever take advantage with a 

quick one inning game then an 8 on 

the snap to take the lead 3-2. The 
next game was a defensive battle but 

the rush was still on Chad and     

Tony’s side as they closed out the 

match 4-2 leaving Mike and David 

in 2nd place with $600 and Chad 

and Tony in 1st place with a prize of 

$800. It was a GREAT start to what 

promises to be a truly “SWEET” run 

of tournaments.  

Top Captains & Co-Captains 
Left to Right: David Foyle & Mike Pope/   
2nd Place $600, Chad Miller & Tony Holub/   

1st Place $800, Todd Bernshausen & Roxanne 
Hoffner/3rd Place $400, Gary Brown &       

Lisa Hightower/4th Place $200  

 4’s & 5’s Bracket 
Tournament 

 

The 4’s & 5’s Bracket Tourna-
ment proved an exciting one 

as the bracket got underway at 

the Mirage Sports Bar and 

Cafe in Littleton on April 

20th, 2013. 70 players showed 

up and all had hopes of getting 

their hands on he $2,200.00 in 

prize money. The two matches 

for 5th & 6th place pitted Lisa 

Hipley vs. Neil Aragon as well 

as Kris Henson vs. Soren Gil-

bertson. Both matches came 

down to the wire with Lisa and Kris 
both winning and claiming $100 

each. The 3rd & 4th place match 

came down to Brad Peterson and 

Teresa Bates, Teresa put on a fine 

display of defense but was unable to 

overcome the spot on shooting of 

Brad. Teresa gets 4th place and $200 

while Brad finishes 3rd and takes 

home $400. The finals proved excit-

ing as Rosie Thamrongpradith and 

Ismael Martinez matched up against 

each other. Rosie was steady 

throughout the match picking her 

shots and defenses carefully. Ismael 

seemed to be a man on a mission 

making the tough shots look easy 

and pulling off some incredible hits. 

Ismael won the hotly contested 

match and top prize of $800 with 

Rosie grabbing 2nd and $600.  
 

Congratulations to all the competi-

tors for a great tournament !!!  

Top Shooters from the 4’s & 5’s 
Left to Right:  Teresa Bates, Rosie   

Thamrongpradith, Brad Peterson, Lisa 
Hipley, Kris Henson and Ismael Martinez  
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March 18th, 2013 
 
I have different mental states when I am not in a 

tournament and when I am in a tournament. It 

wasn't always this way. For a long time, both 

my "in-tournament" and "out-tournament" per-

sonalities were one and the same. Ah, those 

were the days. (If you think I'm a bitch now, you 

should have known me back then.) Time, and 

society, have managed to wear off some of my 

angles and I'm no longer a curmudgeonly stego-

saurus all the time. One of my greatest challeng-

es, if not THE greatest challenge, has been the 

separation of my in-tournament and out-

tournament self. 

 

"Out-tournament" is exactly what it says. I am 

not in a tournament. If the tournament has not 

started yet, I am not in a state of competition. I 

am a reasonable human being with realistic ex-

pectations. 

 

After I am knocked out, I am, of course, "out-

tournament". After I get my time to myself to 

process it all, my in-tournament self fades and I 

am back to being Hello Kitty. I am philosophi-

cal about my wins (if any) and losses (arrgh) 

and can discuss them in a logical manner. Peo-

ple say sh#t to me and I can generally deal with 

most of it/them -- if not, I have the presence of 

mind to just walk away. I am a reasonable     

human being with realistic expectations.  

 

My in-tournament self is the last completely  

unreasonable feral thing about me and rather 

than let it run wild or have society shoot it dead, 

I've tried to manage it into a tolerable coexist-

ence. I had a good showing at the Chet Itow  

Memorial tournament due to many factors but 

the biggest contribution was made by my in-

tournament self. 

 

When I am in a match my in-tournament self 

begins to run at top speed. While in this mode, 

all I can think about is winning and how to 

achieve it. The opponent I play no longer mat-

ters. Every mental resource I have is poured into 

finding a way to win. Great shots and great fum-

bles are all the same to me. If I make a great 

shot, I don't take pride in it -- it is one shot and 

there are many left. If I miss a ball with ball-in-

hand, I don't beat myself up over it -- all I can 

do is wait for another chance. I have 100% faith 

in all my decisions and I accept the consequenc-

es of those decisions. All I can think about is 

winning and all I do is push forward toward that 

goal. 

 

It is between matches that I have the hardest 

time dealing with society. Although I am not in 

a match my mental state is still very much in-

tournament. I am still 100% committed to win-

ning. I do not care who I play next. The chart 

does not matter to me. I only want to bring the 

best game I have to the next match. I do not 

think about losing. I do not think about playing 

particularly well or particularly bad. I just want 

to continue moving forward. 

 

I had a hard time dealing with the comments I 

received during the Chet Itow. My out-

tournament self will concede I had one of the 

easiest draws in the tournament and I sh#t out to 

win all my matches because that is the answer 

society wants me to say. I am never expected to 

cash well in a tournament of that caliber because 

you know that I'm no good. My in-tournament 

self would remind the populace that, easy draw 

or not, none of my opponents simply laid down 

and surrendered. They all played and even if I 

played terrible and sh#t out to win, I still had to 

slog through each of those matches to the end.  

 

After my first loss, my in-tournament self was 

surprised, and not a little peeved, at the com-

ments saying, "well, you had a good tourna-

ment" "certainly you didn't expect to win against 

him". To my in-tournament self, this tournament 

was not over. It was double elimination. As I 

said to one person, "I'm not out yet, so stop 

throwing dirt on the coffin." He reminded me 

there were "only pros" left in the field. And my 

answer was, I did not care. 

My brash, absolutely driven in-tournament self 

grates on a lot of people. I get a lot of flak for 

being unreasonable, unrealistic, arrogant, ridicu-

lous, stupid, unappreciative, unladylike -- you 

name it, I've been insulted/complimented. But, 

here's the thing -- when I'm in a tournament, 

why would I want to tell myself I am going to 

lose, that the only reason I made it thus far was 

due to luck? If that's the truth, I should just quit 

while I'm ahead and hit the bar.  

 

By dint of paying an entry fee, we all have at 

least a little hope we will do -- something. Oth-

erwise, why not stay on the sidelines and talk 

sh#t? Losing is easy. Whether you can win is 

unknown and therein lies the challenge. Win-

ning demands you leave your comfort zone for 

the unpredictable. Winning demands you some-

times suspend reality, that you should first hope 

to do something beyond your everyday self and 

then throw everything you have behind that 

hope with no logical, reasonable chance of suc-

cess. Hope is what turns the impossible into the 

merely improbable, and in doing so, gives you 

the chance for success. 

  

Yeah, I had an easy draw. But, I had prepared 

for that stroke of luck for years. Then I had to 

demand more from myself in order to use the 

opportunity I was gifted, because, I assure you -- 

I was entirely capable of screwing up every 

match I won. I didn't need people telling me I 

wasn't a good player or that I had no chance. I 

don't know why people feel a need to tell me 

those things, but I am telling you now, that sh#t 

is getting old. At least wait for me to be out of 

the tournament before you impart your unsolicit-

ed opinions. My out-tournament self will then 

be agreeable, logical, reasonable, and realistic. 

My in-tournament self will tell you to get lost 

because I am here to win and until that last ball 

drops and the cue ball doesn't scratch, no one -- 

not you, not my friends, not a burning bush on a 

mountain -- will convince me I don't have a 

chance. 

 

                                       continued to page 17 

You Know That I’m No Good By OMG 

Check out www.AZBilliards.com 
For Pool & Billiard Action Around the World and…  

 

Tours & Tournaments  Photo Galleries 
Instructional Columns  Points Lists 

Interviews and Stories 
Marketplace  Web Links  and More 

 

You Name It and We’ve Got It! 

In Memory of . . . 

Gary Schaffler 
Feb. 2, 1951 - April 23, 2013 

Gary was a Great Pool Player and 
Friend to Many. He Will Be Missed. 

Rest in Peace Gary. 
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Provided by guest contributor 
Jackie Karol 
 

If you look around the room and 
don’t see any suckers….YOU are 
the sucker! 
 
You are playing 9-ball.  What do 
you do? 
 
Idea #1: “Hit the 1-ball into the 
clustered 3 and 4-ball and hope 
something goes!” 
 
Idea #2:  “Bank the 1-ball into the 
corner!” 
 
Idea #3: “Hit the 1-ball paper thin 
on the right side to leave the 1-ball 
safe behind the 3 and 4-ball clus-
ter” 
 
Suckers… 
 
 
 
 

Why aren’t these the best ideas? 
 
Idea #1:  It is very unlikely that 
you will pocket a ball this way. 
 
Idea #2:  A bank shot here is low 
percentage and there is no future or 
payoff for doing that because the 
other balls are tied up. 
 
Idea #3:  Not a terrible idea, but 
there is a more powerful option. 
 
Answer: 
 
Notice that the 9-ball is near the 
corner pocket. You can play safe 
here AND set yourself up for a win 
by hiding the cue ball behind the   
3 and 4-ball cluster and send the    
1-ball near the 9-ball.  Now it is 
likely that you will get ball-in-hand 
and be able to win the game by 
making an easy combo! 

 
Jackie Karol, House Pro at  
DownLo Billiards in Chico,CA  
League Operator &  
Tournament Director 
www.AngelofBilliards.com and 
www.Billiards-Bootcamp.com 

What Would a Sucker Do? 
(Part 8) 

1-Ball  

9-Ball  

 

               May Tournaments    

      at Greenfields 
 

 May 11th - BCA Scotch Doubles 
    $20 entry per team ~ Starts at 1 pm 

 

 May 25th - BCA 8-Ball Open 
      $10 entry ~ Handicapped ~ Starts at 1 pm 

Video Encyclopedia 
Of  Pool Shots 

See more information at: 
dr-dave-billiards.com 

by Dr. Dave and 
Tom Ross 
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Make your reservations in Las Vegas early.  GOOD LUCK and HAVE FUN!!!  

 

2013 VNEA International Championships - May 23 - June 1, 2013 
Bally’s in Las Vegas, NV (Entries and fees are due to your VNEA League Operator by Tuesday, April 16th)  

For more information, go online at www.vnea.com or check with your VNEA League Operator 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

May 19 May 20 May 21 May 22 

*NOTE: Singles do NOT 
need to check in if your name 
is already on the brackets. 
Teams MUST check-in on the 
appropriate day.  

May 23 

 8-Ball & 9-Ball Singles 
check-in from 4:00 pm to 
7:00 pm  

 Certif ied Instructor Seminar 

from 1:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

 Mini-Tournaments begin at 
3:00 pm  

May 24 

 Special 9-Ball Singles 
check-in from 8:00 am to 
8:30 am  

 9-Ball Singles play begins 

at 9:00 am (includes  
    Classics and Seniors) 

 Special 8-Ball Singles 
check-in from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm  

May 25 

 Special 8-Ball Singles check
-in from 8:00 am to 8:30 am 

 8-Ball Singles play begins at 

9:00 am (inc ludes  
    Classics and Seniors) 

 Prize Money available from 
noon to 7:00 pm & Scotch 
Doubles sign-up 

 Scotch Doubles begins at 

9:00 am  

May 26 

 8-Ball Singles play   
continues 

 Certif ied Referee School 

at 2:00 pm  

 Team check-in from 7:00 
to 9:00 pm 

 Masters Singles Finals 

(TBA)  

 Scotch Doubles Finals 
(TBA)  

 Mini-Tournaments 

(TBA)  

May 27 

 8-Ball & 9-Ball Finals 
(TBA)  

 Certif ied Referee School at 

9:00 am  

 Certif ied Instructor         Re
-certification Class from 
Noon to 4:00 pm 

 Team check-in from Noon 

to 6:00 pm 

 Mini-Tournaments begin at 
9 am 

 Prize Money available 

from 10:00 am to noon and 
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

 Suds & Chips Mixer at 
7:30 pm (includes Awards 
Presentations, Parade of 
Flags, etc.) 

May 28 

 Team check-in from 7:30 
to 8:30 am  

 Team competition begins at 

9:00 am (except Master 
Teams) 

 Team Uniform Photos @ 
VNEA Booth from 9:00 am 
to 6:00 pm 

 Prize Money available 

from Noon to 4:00 pm 

 Mini-Tournaments (TBA) 

May 29 

 Certif ied Referee School at 
8:00 am  

 Team competition contin-

ues at 9:00 am 

 Team Uniform Photos @ 
VNEA Booth from 9:00 am 
to 6:00 pm 

 Master Team competition 

begins at 9 am 

 Prize Money available from 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm  

 Sports Division competi-

tions begin (TBA)  

 Hall of Famers Party from 
6:00 to 7:00 pm  

 Mini-Tournaments (TBA) 

May 30 

 Team competition continues 
at 9:00 am  

 Executive Committee Meet-

ing at 9:00 am 

 Speed Pool Minis from 
11:00 am to 7:00 pm  

 Prize Money available from 

3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

 President’s Reception/
Meritorious Service Awards 
at 8:00 pm  

 Mini-Tournaments (TBA) 

May 31 

 Team competition contin-
ues at 9:00 am 

 Prize Money available 

from 10:00 am to Noon, 
1:00 pm to 2:00 pm and 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm  

 Hardluck competition be-
gins at 10:00 am  

 Artistic Pool Finals from 

10:00 am to 3:00 pm  

 Charter Holders Meeting 
from noon 

 Charter Holder round table 

2:00 pm  

 Cues for Kids Giveaways 
at 7:00 pm at VNEA Booth  

 Team Finals (TBA)  

 Mini-Tournaments (TBA) 

June 1 

 Team competition continues 
at 9:00 am  

 Prize Money available from 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm  

 Charter Holder Roundtable 
at 11:00 am  

 Team Finals (TBA)  

 Banquet Cocktail Hour from 
6:00 to 7:00 pm  

 Banquet at 7:00 pm 

 Awards Presentation and 
Entertainment at 8:00 pm 

 
 

2013 ACS Nationals - May 11 - 17, 2013 
Tropicana Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV (On-Time Entries to be postmarked by March 25, 2013 - Late Entries to be postmarked by April 8, 2013) 

For more information, including entry fees, go online at www.americancuesports.org or check with your ACS League Operator 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

May 5 May 6 May 7 May 8 May 9 May 10 

 9-Ball Singles & 8-Ball  
Scotch Doubles check-in 
begins at 6:00 pm  

May 11 

 9-Ball Singles begins at 9:00 
am  

 8-Ball Scotch Doubles be-

gins at 6:00 pm  
 

May 12 

 9-Ball Singles concludes 

 8-Ball Scotch Doubles 

concludes 

 All 8-Ball Singles check-
in begins at Noon 

May 13 

 All 8-Ball Singles play 
starts at 9:00 am 

 All 8 and 9-Ball teams 

check-in begins at Noon 

May 14 

 All 8-Ball Singles play 
concludes 

 All 8 and 9-Ball teams 

check-in starts at noon 
 

May 15 

 9-Ball Teams play begins  
at 9:00 am  

 Open and Standard 8-Ball 

Teams play begins at noon 

May 16 

 All team events play         
continues 

May 17 

 9-Ball Teams, Open 8-Ball 
Teams, Standard 8-Ball 
Teams and Sportsmen 
Teams conclude with times 
TBD 

May 18 

 

Calendar of Events for the 2013 ACS, VNEA and BCAPL Nationals 
Check with your League Operator for more information or to sign up 

 

2013 BCAPL National Championships - July 17 - 27, 2013 
Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV (On-Time Entries to be postmarked by June 3, 2013 - Late Entries to be postmarked by June 17, 2013)  

For more information, including entry fees, go online at www.playbca.com or check with your BCA League Operator 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

July 14 July 15 July 16 July 17 

 9-Ball Challenge begins at 
1:00 pm  

 9-Ball Singles begins at 

9:00 am  

July 18 

 Open Scotch Doubles play 
begins at 7:00 pm  

 9-Ball Challenge and 9-Ball 

Singles conclude 

July 19 

 Master & Advanced Scotch 
Doubles play begins at 
Noon 

July 20 

 Grand Master Singles  
     begins at noon 

 Singles play begins at 9:00 

am 
 

July 21 

 Singles, Grand Masters 
Singles  and Scotch  

    Doubles play continues 
 

July 22 

 Second Chance Singles 
play begins at 8:00 pm  

 Singles and Scotch  

    Doubles play continues 

 Artistic Pool play continues  

July 23 

 Singles, Second Chance 
Singles and Scotch  

    Doubles concludes 

 Grand Master Singles  

    concludes 
 
 

July 24 

 Open & Women’s Teams     
play begins at 9:00 am  

 Artistic Pool play continues  

July 25 

 Open Teams play continues  

 Master Teams and Trophy 

Teams play begins at 9:00 
am 

July 26 

 Open Teams, Master 
Teams and Trophy Teams 
play continues 

 Second Chance Teams  

play begins at 6:00 pm  

 Artistic Pool play  
    concludes 

July 27 

 Open Teams, Master Teams, 
Trophy Teams and Second 
Chance Teams play con-
cludes 
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Jeff Dietz Doubles Up to Win 
First Stay In Stroke Title 

Results provided by Rich Montoya  
Photos by Joshua Ramey 
 
April 20, 2013 - Jeff Dietz came 

out on top in this 10’s and down 
event, but not without a fight from 
the field of 29. He started the day 
by beating Frederico Salazar (5-1). 

After losing his second round 
match to Merle Wilford (2-5) he 
started his comeback by defeating 
Dave Berns (5-3), and then after 

initially being down to Joshua 
Ramey 3-0, he kicked it into anoth-
er gear and never let Joshua see the 
light of day by showing his ability 
to control whitey (5-3). Next, he 

blanked Mike Montoya  (5-0), then 
Rich Zendejas (5-3) and to get to 
the finals, he squeaked out a win 
over Merle Wilford (5-4). 

 
On the other side and 
winner of the hot seat 
was none other than 

Danny Kulp - who, by 
the way, has been play-
ing in the metro area for 
a very long time. There 

was a time when the rule  
was that no tournament 
could start without him. 
He beat Danny Luevano 

(5-4) in a tight match. 
Then it was Dave Berns 

(5-3), Bear Martinez (5-1), and 
Mike Montoya (5-0) - who started 
out very well before getting 

blanked by Danny and Jeff. The 
hot seat match was a good one with 
Danny besting Merle (5-3). In true 
double elimination format, Danny 
ended up succumbing to Jeff Dietz 

(5-3) in the first set of the finals 
and (5-4) in the final set. 
 

Congratulations to all the partici-
pants for making this a fine tourna-
ment. Don’t forget to support     
billiards in Colorado… buy a cue, 

take a lesson, teach someone, visit  
Cue Times’ advertisers, practice, 
and most of all “STAY IN 
STROKE”.  By the way Jeff has 

been moved to a 12, Merle to an 11 
and Danny to a 10.  

Here is how they Finished: 
 

1st  Jeff Dietz   $300.00/$425.00 

2nd  Dan Kulp   $250.00/$365.00 

3rd  Merle Wilford  $200.00/$290.00 

4th  Rich Zendejas  $175.00/$200.00 

5th  Dominic Duran Jr.  $100.00/$90.00 

6th  Mike Montoya  $100.00/$90.00 

7th  Bear Martinez  $45.00 

8th  Joshua Ramey  $45.00 

Top Finisher Jeff Dietz  
(1st Place) 

Runner Up Danny Kulp 
(2nd Place) 

WEEKLY POOL TOURNAMENTS 
 

                 Friday Night  
                   8-Ball Tournament 

 

                          $10.00 Entry Fee 
                           BCA Rules  

 

Denver’s Longest  

 Running Friday  

  Night Tourney! 

SUNDAYS @ 7 PM  ~ WED & FRIDAY @ 8 PM 
CASH FOR 1ST PLACE, BAR TAB FOR 2ND 

 

FREE TEXAS HOLD’EM 
POKER TOURNAMENTS 

 

May 11th 
& 25th 

OPEN  
9-Ball 

BCA, 2 pm start 
Race to 5  

$10 Entry + 
$3 green fee 

 

May 4th 
 

OPEN 
8-BALL 

 

BCA, 2 pm start 

Handicapped  
$10 Entry Fee 

 

May 18th 
OPEN 

SCOTCH  
DOUBLES 

 

BCA, 2 pm start 
Handicapped  
$20 Per Team 

Monthly Special Events 

 

Free Pool! 
 

Monday-Friday, 11am-6pm & Saturday , 8pm - close 
 

* with two drink minimum 

 
 

Thursday Afternoon Tourney 
8-Ball, Race to 3, 1 pm start 

 

OPEN TABLES! 

League Players League Players   

Wanted!Wanted!  
  

*NEW*  Tuesday Nights  *NEW*  Tuesday Nights    

  InIn--house, 4house, 4--man teamsman teams  
  

  Monday Scotch DoublesMonday Scotch Doubles  

                    League, InLeague, In--househouse  
  

Sanctioned throughSanctioned through  

Champion Pool LeaguesChampion Pool Leagues  
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Adventure in Saratoga 
By Krystle Radtke 
 

continued from page 9 
 

After the match was over I kept chatting with 
the same pool player until an acquaintance of 
mine from Laramie wandered over and chal-
lenged me to a game. I didn’t want to be rude to 
my new friend, Jim Calderon, and just go play 
with this other guy, but he waved me ahead so I 
played a game. I won the match after playing 
much better then I had in my match earlier that 
night. Typical. I always shoot better in the hours 
after a tournament. It was then that Jim seemed 
to take an interest in my playing and he and I 
started shooting against each other.  
 
Over the course of the next few days I learned 
more about my game from Jim then I have from 
any one other player. Because you see I never 
had a coach or anything like that. Nobody decid-
ed to teach me pool; I simply picked it up and 
worked it out. I’m always complimented on my 
stroke, which is long and even, and lately as I 
have been entering the pool world I’ve had a 
few people ask who taught me. But I can’t really 
say, so I say I taught myself. That’s why playing 
with Jim was a fresh new experience for me—he 
gave me good advice about my bridge hand, he 
questioned my shot choices, forced me to think 
about my leave, had me re-do shots that I missed 
until I got it, and just in general helped me out   
a lot with game. But not in an obnoxious way;  
instead we just played pool, sometimes I won, 
sometimes he won, and he corrected any     

problems that came up.  
  
You might ask yourself why I, a young 22 year 
old girl, would drive to the middle of nowhere to 
watch pool, play pool, watch more pool, and 
then play pool until 3 a.m. and then 6 a.m. the 
next day. And honestly, all I can say is that you 
aren’t a pool player if you have to ask that ques-
tion.  
  
Despite only winning one match in my division, 
and honestly shooting pretty awful pool on my 
part, I am so glad that I went out to Saratoga. On 
Saturday I started playing pool at 10:30, took a 
brief break around noon to get a new tip on my 
cue, started up again at 1, and played until 4 
when I then went and watched matches until 
midnight. After midnight I went straight back to 
the bar and proceeded to play with Jim until 6 in 
the morning. The only thing sending me to bed 
was the knowledge that I had to wake up at 10 
a.m. to check out of my sketchy motel; other-
wise I would have kept playing all night long. I 
watched Shane Van Boening and Rodney Mor-
ris battle once each day of my elongated week-
end, I watched Raj Hundal, Stevie Moore and 
countless others play. I played for so many 
hours that I honestly couldn’t even tally them 
up. And I got to meet tons of people who were 
passionate about pool as well.  
  
Many of these people were people like Jim, 
players in the Master’s division who seemed 
surprised at my passion for pool and my insatia-
ble appetite for the sport. I learned their names 
(promptly forgetting most of them, unfortunate-

ly, I have a terrible memory for names), watched 
them shoot, and talked to them afterwards. I 
watched matches with them and talked about 
how when I watch a pro match I like to hypo-
thetically run the table in my mind—picking a 
pattern of balls (1-3-5-4-2-6-7-8 for example) 
imagining what my cue control would be—and 
then I would compare that to what the player 
did. One player in particular would ask me at 
each table what I would do, or in the middle of a 
table how I would fix a problem ball or etc., and 
I was always proud when Shane or Rodney 
would do exactly what I said I would do. Hypo-
thetically of course, I can see the shots, but I am 
working on the cue control to make them hap-
pen. But honestly, just being able to predicate 
the shots of a champion like Shane Van Boening 
really makes me feel good about my future in 
the sport.  
  
I am excited to play in future tournaments, I am 
excited about the prospect of practicing and bet-
tering my game, and I am excited about where I 
could be in the next few years. The power of 
youth is infectious and this is the first time I 
have noticed it: at 22 years old, I can do any-
thing I want with my life, I have a long time to 
live it, and the open ended nature of it that I 
have bemoaned in the past finally feels liberat-
ing and exciting. I can honestly say that I hope 
to make something of my pool playing while 
also working on my music. Maybe someday I 
can gig at pool halls with a jazz combo and play 
in tournaments on the side.  
  
That would be a good life.  

Sunday Night 3-Ball Tourney 
$5 entry, $5 green fee, 7pm 

 
 

 

7290 PECOS, DENVER  

303- 426- 6420 
No one Under 21 Allowed  

YOU’RE HERE FOR A GOOD TIME...NOT A LONG TIME 

$4.50 BULL MEISTERS………..ALL DAY………...EVERY DAY 

 

Open 10 am - 2 am 
  EVERYDAY 

 
  7:30 pm start 

Open to A’s and down 
$10 entry, $5 green fee 

 

All $$ goes back to players 

 

Monday - Friday 
 

11 am - 7 pm  
 

Saturday - Sunday 
11 am - 2 pm 

 
 

HAPPY     
HOUR! 

 

Friday Afternoon 
Tournaments  

2pm start, $10/entry 
Free pool with drink purchase 

EVERYDAY  
12 pm  -  5 pm 

  * With $3.00 purchase 

Mama's Kitchen 
FANTASTIC FOOD AT GREAT PRICES 

8-BALL Thunder 
    at Love’s Shack     

 

 

 

$20.00 entry fee 
Bracketed ~ Play for Points ~  

APA rules ~ Starts @ Noon 

New date: 

May 18th 

FREE 
POOL! 

May 11th and 12th 
See ad on page 9 for more details 

June  

15th 

APA Singles  

Qualifier 
 

~ please call for details ~ 

Scotch Doubles Teams Converge on Love’s 
Shack to Battle for Cash and Top Honors 

Pom Rai and Brian Griego (the 
Greeleyites) proved to be too much 
for the 24 team field. They started 
the day out with a bye in the first 
round and then matched up against 
a very good team of Al Montoya & 
Adam Sisneros winning 6-2. In the 
third round, they defeated Krista 
Baker & Ted Koerselman 6-3 to 
move to the semifinals. Waiting 
there was a very good team from 
Brighton CO, Ross Smith & Mi-
guel Martinez, but the Greeleyites 
prevailed in a match that went to 
the hill 6-5. That match put them in 
the hot seat against John Santiste-
van & Harvey Wilford. In this 
match they dominated to win 6-2 
and in the finals, they went on to 
blank John and Harvey 6-0 to cap-
ture their first Stay In Stroke title   
6-0. 
 
On the other side it was John and 
Harvey kicking bootie and taking 
names. Their first victims were 
Larry Sposato and Robert Gonza-
les 6-2 and then a very 
good team of Marvin 
Owens & Karen Smith 
6-3. They managed a 
win over the tough 
team of Greg Kings-

bury and Jayson Santiago 6-4. This 
one was a pretty good match that 
came down to a shot that doubled 
the corner to put John and Harvey 
in the finals where they would ulti-
mately come in second place to 
Pom and Brian. 
 
The other teams that played very 
well were Jose Cruz and Phil Guer-
rero, Miguel and Ross, Holly 
Figueroa and Charlie Williamson, 
Marvin and Karen, Ted 
Koerselman and Krista Baker, Al 
and Adam and a whole slew of 
players from around the city. 
 
Thank you all for your participa-
tion! Please continue to support 
billiards in the state of Colorado by 
teaching someone, supporting our 
venues, merchants and playing 
your heart out. Special thanks go 
out to Holly Figueroa and Tina 
Payne who both contribute behind 
the scenes and don’t forget to 
“STAY IN STROKE”.  

Tournament /  Auction                                 
1st Pom Rai/Brian Griego $335.00/$430.00 
2nd John Santistevan/Harvey Wilford $285.00/$310.00 
3rd Miguel Martinez/Ross Smith $225.00/$185.00 
4th Greg Kingsbury/Jayson Santiago $200.00/$125.00 
5th Jose Cruz/Phil Guerrero $100.00/$90.00 
6th Marvin Owens /Karen Smith $100.00/$90.00 
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 Special Events 
   

 

   May 4th 
 BC’s Sports Pub  Open 8-Ball, handicapped, 2 pm 
 Classic Q’s, Pueblo Str8Shots Open Event & Jr Qualifier, starts at noon 
 Hank’s Billiards  8-Ball, 12’s and down, $300 added, $25 entry, 10 am 
 Side Pocket, Pueblo 19th Annual Dr. Cue 8-Ball Tourney, all weekend 
  
         

  May 5th 
 Felt   One Pocket, 9’ tables, 2pm, $$ added 
 

  May 11th  
 BC’s Sports Pub  Open 9-Ball, Race to 5, $10 + $3 green fee, 2 pm 
 Greenfields  BCA Scotch Doubles, $20/team, 1 pm 
 Hank’s Billiards  8-Ball, 12’s and down, $300 added, $25 entry, 10 am 
 Love’s Shack  1st Annual Women’s State Championship (SIS)  
 

  May 18th  
 BC’s Sports Pub  Open Scotch Doubles, handicapped, 2 pm 
 Felt   $1000 Added Big Table 8-Ball, Main Event 
 Love’s Shack  8-Ball Thunder (APA), starts at noon 
 

  May 19th  
 Felt   A’s and Down Big Table 8-Ball, $$ Added 
 

   May 25th  
 BC’s Sports Pub  Open 9-Ball, Race to 5, $10 + $3 green fee, 2 pm 
 Greenfields  BCA Open 8-Ball, $10 entry, 1 pm 
  

  May 26th  
 Felt   8-Ball, 9’ tables, 2 pm, $$ Added 
 Wreck Room  APA Singles Qualifier Boards, 1 pm   
     

Upcoming Events 
   

 June 1st  Greenfields  Jack & Jill Scotch Doubles, 1pm 
 June 1st  Wreck Room  Open Scotch Doubles 8-Ball, 1pm 
 June 8th  Greenfields  8-Ball Thunder (APA) 
 June 15th Love’s Shack  APA Singles Qualifier 

 

See ads for more information 

           Tournament Trail 
                                    SUNDAY 
 Felt   10-Ball, 9’ tables, 2pm start, $100 added 
 Love’s Shack  3-Ball, 7pm, $5 entry + $5 green fees 
 Match Ups, Ft. Collins 9-Ball, 9’ tables, $$ added, 3pm start 
 Wreck Room  9-Ball, bar table, $5 entry 
                         
                       TUESDAY 
 Felt   9-Ball, 9’ tables, $$ added, 7:30 pm 
 Greenfields  8-Ball, bar tables, 8 pm 
        
                      THURSDAY 
 BC’s Sports Pub  8-Ball, 1 pm start, $5 entry 
  

                                                       FRIDAY 
 Antique Billiards  9-Ball, Colo Spgs, 719-597-9809   
 BC’s Sports Pub  8-Ball,  bar table 
 Felt   8-Ball, bar table, $$ added, 7:30 pm 
 Hank’s Billiards  8-Ball, 7pm start 
 Love’s Shack  8-Ball, bar table, 2 pm start 
 Match Ups, Ft. Collins 8-Ball, bar table, $100 added, 7:30 pm 
 Wreck Room  8-Ball, bar table, $$ added, $10 entry 
 

                     SATURDAY 
 BC’s Sports Pub  9-Ball, bar table, 8pm start 
 Felt   9-Ball, bar table, $$ added, 4:30 pm 
 Greenfields  9-Ball, bar table, 9pm start, $5 entry 
 Hank’s Billiards  9-Ball, $$ added, 2pm start 
 Love’s Shack  8-Ball, open to all, $$ added, 7:30pm 
 Match Ups, Ft. Collins 8-Ball, A’s/down, bar table, $$ added, 7:30pm  
 Wreck Room  8-Ball, bar table, $$ added, $10 entry 

 
 
 
 

The Tournament Trail is free for advertisers ($15 for Tournament  
Trail listing only). Listing of tournaments does not                                                 

guarantee the event will take place.    

Visit OMG’s blog at: 
 

www.massiveunderstatement.com 

… I’m No Good 
by OMG 
 

continued from page 12 

 

I do not have the benefit of talent the top players 

have. As an average player who is slightly com-
petitive, I do not have the luxury to play this 
game only for fun. I do not have the greatest of 
financial resources. My internal drive to win 

must outrun those shortcomings. I am not a 
good player, but given my drive and dedication, 
it is inevitable that I should be able to do some-
thing when given the chance. 

 
I sometimes think the hardest pool player demo-
graphic to compete in is where I am (and lots of 
you are): good, but not good enough. That is, 

we're okay players but never expected to do well 
past a point. When we do well, it is often       
attributed to luck rather than skill and because of 
that, we never get a chance to enjoy our success. 

Social norms require we NOT say we played 
well to win, for fear of looking arrogant. Over 
time, we sometimes begin to believe it was all 
luck and no skill, and that reduces our faith in 

our own abilities. We then play down to how 
other people think we should play, not how we 
want to play. This is why I spend so much effort 
maintaining my out- and in-tournament person-
alities. One is to appease society (can't run from 

it forever) and the other is for myself. At times, I 
can flick back and forth between the two as easy 
as flipping a switch, but that ease is not sustaina-

ble the further I advance in a tournament.  
 
Many years ago, I entered in a tournament. It 

was my first hundred-dollar tournament and 
something about the three-digit price terrified 
and thrilled me all the same. I had saved up 
money from my minimum-wage college job un-
til I could afford the travel and entry. I went to 

the pool room literally jumping with excitement 
and I asked who else was going. There was no 
answer. One regular told me no one from that 
room went to that tournament because it would 

be throwing money away. I was shocked. I had 
always been told, by some of these regulars no 
less, that I needed to play better players to get 
better. Where better to do that than in one of the 

West Coast's biggest tournaments? 
 
"You're not going to win that tournament. There 
are 256 players and you can't beat any of them."  

 
I knew I was a sh#tty player then, the same way 
I know where I stand now. I am a reasonable 
human being with realistic expectations. "I 

know I'm not going to win the tournament, but I 
thought it was important to get tournament ex-
perience." 
 

"You're throwing your money away. What's 
wrong with ten-dollar weekly tournaments?" 
 
"It's not the same. I don't want to spend my life 

playing ten-dollar weekly tournaments." 
 
"Well, then you go ahead and you throw your 

money off that cliff into the ocean, if that's all 
the sense you got." 
 

That image of throwing money off a cliff into 
the ocean has always stayed with me. I've 
thrown many thousands off that cliff in the name 
of tournaments and action -- and I'm still doing 
it. 

 
After we sat in silence a while, he said in a soft-
er, conciliatory tone, "Hey, I think you can still 
get your money back. It's real early and if you 

write to them or call, maybe they'll give you a 
refund." 
 
I looked at him with dead eyes. "A refund?" 

 
"Yeah. You can still get your money back."  
 
A refund. For real? A REFUND?! I laughed out 

loud at the idea. The feral side of me sprang into 
action and I've had problems managing it ever 
since. "There's only one acceptable way for me 
to get my money back. I'm gonna jump off that 

cliff and swim after it. And if I don't get it back, 
then at least I'm going to get my money's 
worth." 
 

"You're frickin’ crazy." 
 
"You know it." 
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Places  to  Play 
*** Denver Metro Area *** 

ARVADA 
12 VOLT TAVERN - 7514 Grandview Ave, 303-432-7463 
BALLOON INN - 6440 Wadsworth Blvd, 720-533-4822 

BRICK HOUSE –  9262 W 58th, 303-421-2986 
JAKE’S ROADHOUSE – 5980 Lamar St,  303-424-7266 
OLD TOWN TAVERN & GRILL – 7355 Ralston Rd, 303-467-1472 
RALSTON LOUNGE - 6420 Ward Rd, 303-423-2828 

RED JACKS SALOON - 5707 Olde Wadsworth Blvd, 303-593-1661, Tournaments, leagues  
RED LION TAVERN - 9502 W. 58th Ave., (303) 423-2046, APA leagues, FREE pool on Wednesdays 
SPORTS BARN, THE - 10480 Ralston Rd, 720-898-8788 
STARDUST LOUNGE - 5205 Marshall, 303-424-9987, In-House & Traveling Pool Leagues  
WOODY’S PIZZA & POOL - 7995 Sheridan, 303-650-5500 

AURORA 
AMERICA’S BAR & GRILLE - 2340 S Chambers Rd,  303-337-3721 
BD WOLFS SPORTS BAR - 15162 E Hampden Ave, 303-699-2222 
BQ’S - 16961 E Quincy, 303-693-1915 

CHALLENGERS-12161E Iliff Ave, 303-750-5558 
DOC’S PUB - 10890 E. Dartmouth, 303-671-5324 
DYLAN’S BAR & GRILL-2627 S Parker Rd., 303-755-2874  
FAMOUS DOOR - 15220 E Hampden Ave, 720-870-3236, 16 Pool Tables, Leagues, Tourneys, Darts 
(Steel)  

FAT BOYS BAR & GRILL - 10660 E Alameda Ave, 303-344-1905 
FRIENDS BAR & LOUNGE - 1470 Jamaica St, 303-366-2566 
FRONTIER CLUB - 18881 E. Colfax, 303-367-8637 
KASBAH NIGHT CLUB - 15373 E.6th Ave, 303-367-0591 

LEGENDS OF AURORA - 13690 E Iliff Ave, 303-671-0560 
MAJESTIC - 3140 S Parker Rd, 303-695-4478 
MAYA SPORTS BAR & GRILL - 455 Havana St, 303-360-7271 
MCCARTHY’S - 15350 Smoky Hill, 303-693-4500 

MONTVIEW BAR & GRILLE - 11680 Montview Blvd, 303-366-3132 
PITCHERS - 1670 S Chambers Rd, 303-751-7115 
PLAINSMAN, THE - 652 Peoria St, 303-366-6478 
Q BILLIARDS - 2712 S Havana St, 303-745-7322 
RACK’EM CUE CLUB - 1919 S Havana St, 303-755-7675, In-House & Traveling Pool Leagues, 

Tourneys  
SAM’S BAR - 6801 Leetsdale, 303-322-6401 
SAND CREEK LOUNGE - 16893 E Iliff Ave, 303-337-4984  
SCOOTERS - 13698 E Alameda Ave, 303-366-0019 

SHEABEEN PUB – 2300 S Chambers Rd, 303-696-6131 
SPORTS STATION - 850 Dayton, 303-343-2950 
STARDUST CLUB & RESTAURANT, 1770 S. Buckley Rd, 303-632-8761, Pool Leagues 
TABLE STEAKS EAST-3253 S Parker Rd, 303-743-8888 

BROOMFIELD 
BUENOS TIEMPOS – 1000 Depot Hill Rd, 303-466-6386, Pool Leagues, Great Mexican Food  
NIGHT OWL LOUNGE – 2000 Midway, 303-460-8928 
ZOOSTERS - 300 Nickel St, 303-465-9298, www.zoopool.com, In-House & Traveling Pool Leagues 

COMMERCE CITY 
HIDEAWAY TAVERN - 6171 Olive, 303-289-2194  
HALFTIME SPORTS BAR - 6051 Quebec, 303-286-1122 
SHARP’S ROADHOUSE - 6496 Highway 2, 303-227-0430 

DENVER 
BRECKENRIDGE BREWERY - 2220 Blake St, 303-297-3644 

CHAMPION BREWING CO - 1442 Larimer, 303-534-5444 
FILLING STATION - 3507 Brighton Blvd, 303-296-3586 
JUST ONE MORE-1910 S Depew, 303-989-8300 
MECCA TAVERN - 815 Federal Blvd. 303-595-0221 

MICKY MANOR - 2544 Federal Blvd, 303-458-0043 
PARAMOUNT CAFE - 16th & Glenarm, 303-893-2000 
PARK TAVERN & RESTAURANT - 921 E 11th Ave. 303-832-7667 
PUB ON PEARL - 1101 S Pearl, 303-777-6768 
READY ROOM, THE - 1141 Syracuse, 303-377-2642 

ROCK BOTTOM BREWERY - 1001 16th, 303-534-7616 
ROMES SALOON - 785 W Mississippi, 303-744-6643 
SKYLARK LOUNGE - 140 S Broadway, 303-722-7844 
SOBO 151 - 151 S Broadway 

WYNKOOP BREWING CO - 1634 18th St, 303-297-2700, www.wynkoop.com, Weekly Pool 
Tournaments 

DENVER NORTH 
BEER DEPOT – 4231 W 38th Ave, 303-477-0903 
GRIZZLY ROSE - 5450 N Valley Hwy, 303-295-1330 
LIL’S PLACE - 7575 N Broadway, 303-430-7176, Pool Leagues, Full Kitchen  

LOS POTREROS - 5880 N Broadway, 303-292-4548 
LOVE’S SHACK - 7290 N Pecos, 303-426-6420, Pool Leagues, Texas Hold’em, Weekly Pool 
Tournaments 
MUSIC BAR - 4586 Tennyson, 303-458-5360 

WELCOME INN - 3759 Chestnut Pl, 303-296-7229, Pool Leagues 

DENVER SE 
CITY PUB - 3575 S Yosemite, 303-694-0454 
DEVON'S PUB - 4992 E Hampden, 303-756-5507 
DIRTY DUCK BAR-4780 E Evans, 303-758-3667 

DR. PROCTORS - 4201 E Mississippi Ave, 303-756-1665 
DUKE’S BACK STREET SPORTS TAVERN-1150 S Galena, 720-213-0393 
EXTRA INNINGS - 3333 S Tamarac Dr, 303-337-4075 
FOUR MILE HOUSE - 4590 Leetsdale Dr, 303-797-1120 

JASON’S BILLIARDS II – 2200 S Monaco, 720-377-1560, No Alcohol, Weekly Pool Tournaments  
JL’S CHEERS - 3415 S Monaco Pkwy, 303-692-9183 
MCDONOUGH’S IRISH PUB-10395 E Iliff Ave, 303-369-9819 
MY BAR-10139 E Colfax, 303-367-0426 

NAUGHTY PRINCE - 7950 E Mississippi Ave, 303-368-4959 
PIPER INN - 2251 S Parker Rd, 303-755-0771 
SAM’S BAR & LOUNGE -  6801 Leetsdale Dr, 303-322-6401 
W.T.S HORTY’S SPORTS GRILL-990 S Oneida St, 303-388-2883 

DENVER SW 
ATHMAR LOUNGE – 1795 W Mississippi Ave, 303-935-5238 
FAT FENDERS B&G - 2490 W Hampden Ave, 303-781-9408 

IKE’S BAR & GRILL - 1050 W Evans Ave, 303-934-9000 
LONGSHOT LOUNGE - 3665 S Federal Blvd, 789-9653 
O STREET TAVERN - 3425 S Oleander Ct, 303-758-0332 
ROCKET LOUNGE - 2950 W Evans Ave, 303-934-9729 
WHITEHORSE LOUNGE - 5130 W Alameda, 303-935-2656 

ENGLEWOOD 
ARAP’S OLD GUN SHOP - 3866 S Broadway, 303-761-7823 
AUSSIE PUB - 4386 S Broadway, 303-781-1192 
BROADWAYS SPORTS TAVERN – 3978 S Broadway, 303-781-5755 
ENGLENOOK - 3470 S Broadway, 303-788-1770 
FELT– 101 W Floyd Ave, 720-266-6190 
MAGNET INN - 2893 S Broadway, 303-781-5262 

ERIE/FREDERICK 
MINER’S TAVERN - 524 Briggs St, 303-828-9997 
SUSIE CUES CORNER POCKET - 513 Oak Street, 303-833-5518 

FEDERAL HEIGHTS 
DAVIE'S LOCKER - 8855 Lowell Blvd, 303-429-0096 
ROADHOUSE SPORTS BAR - 8980 Federal Blvd, 303-487-1933 
THE WRECK ROOM SALOON - 2695 W 92nd Ave, 303-412-0257, Pool Tournaments & Leagues, 
Poker 

GOLDEN 
300 CLUB / GOLDEN BOWL - 525 24th St. 303-279-9083 
BUFFALO ROSE SALOON - 12th & Washington, 303-279-5190 

HENDERSON 
TAILFEATHERS - 11010 120th Ave, 303-286-1475 

LAKEWOOD 
AMERICAN LEGION POST #178 -  1655 Simms St, 303-233-9758 
BC’S SPORTS PUB -  6501 W Mississippi Ave, 303-936-8513, In-House & Traveling Pool Leagues,  
CORDIAL LOUNGE - 1521 Pierce St, 303-233-9621 
CUCKOO’S NEST - 7893 W Jewell Ave, 303-988-9893                                                                                                             
ECK’S SALOON -  9890 W Girton Dr, 303-989-2991 
FIDDLESTICKS - 10815 W Jewell #Q, 303-969-0855 
FRONTIER TAVERN -  1195 S Sheridan Blvd, 303-936-9896 
GREENFIELDS SPORTS BAR - 3355 S Yarrow St, 303-989-9820, In-House & Traveling Pool Leagues, 
Weekly Pool Tournaments, Live Music, www.greenfieldsbar.com 
GUIDO’S NICKEL - 9500 W Colfax Ave, 303-238-0711 
HOFFBRAU BAR & GRILL - 3355 S Wadsworth Blvd, 303-980-6200 
HOLIDAY BILLIARDS - 10350 W Colfax, 303-238-0407, Pool Leagues, Texas Hold’em 
LAKEWOOD GRILL & BAR -  8100 W Colfax Ave, 303-237-8051, Pool Leagues 
MS T’s CIGAR BAR - 8529 W. Colfax, 303-233-3304 
NITE OWL BAR & GRILL - 1050 S Wadsworth, 303-922-0797 
PENALTY BOX BAR & GRILL - 1862 S Wadsworth, 303-980-4020, Pool Leagues 
ROADHOUSE - 2035 S Sheridan, 303-980-5614,  
SHARK'S SALOON & GRILL - 11475 W Colfax, 303-239-8859 
T BONE’S - 8807 W Colfax, 303-238-6627 
TAVERN ON 26TH AVE - 10040 W 26th Ave, 303-238-2549, Pool Leagues, Weekly Pool Tournaments 

LITTLETON 
ALIBI'S GRILL - 7983 S Broadway, 303-730-0123 
BREAK ROOM - 5151 S Federal Blvd, 303-797-1155,  Leagues, Wkly Pool Tournaments, Texas Hold’em 
DUBB’S PUB - 5301 S Broadway, 303-798-6711 
FOX AND HOUND - 5170 E Arapahoe Rd, 720-493-0111 
FOX AND HOUND - 8996 W Bowles, 720-922-0400 
FUGGLIES SPORTS BAR -11614 W Belleview, 303-933-7761, In-House & Traveling Pool Leagues 
MIRAGE SPORTS BAR - 8340 W Coal Mine, 303-979-9220, Pool Leagues, Darts, Texas Hold’em 
POCKETS BAR & GRILL, 5935 S. Zang St, 720-981-7665, Pool leagues and tournaments 
TOAD TAVERN - 5302 S Federal Blvd, 303-795-6877 

NORTHGLENN / THORNTON 
@CHEERS - 11964 N Washington St, 303-955-5660 
CASTAWAYS - 451 W 84th Ave, 303-430-9834, Pool Leagues, Pinball,  Darts, Poker, Bingo, Food 
EXTRA POINT SPORTS BAR- 4050 E 100th Ave. 303-452-9353 
FOX AND HOUND - 4750 W 120th Ave, 303-464-7366, Pool Leagues 
GAME, THE - 8101 Washington St, 303-287-4507, Pool Leagues 
GINGERS LOUNGE - 7310 Washington, 303-288-9824, Pool Leagues 
HICC UPS II – 10250 Ura Ln, 303-466-1829 
LAKE AVENUE INN - 2181 Lake Ave, 303-452-9079 
MR. K's - 8830 N Washington St, 303-288-7118 
PRIME TIME - 10280 Washington St, 303-457-1902 
SILVER BULLET SALOON -  3734 E 120th Ave, 303-457-4470 
TAFOLINO'S - 524 Malley Dr, 303-452-6172 
THIRSTY'S SPORTS PUB - 1294 E 104th Ave, 303-451-9918 
TRAILSIDE - 10360 Colorado Blvd, 303-920-9852 
TWO DOORS DOWN - 8880 N Washington St, 303-287-9167 
VILLAGE PUB - 9150 Huron St, 303-427-7745,  Pool Tournaments 

PARKER 
BUFFALO BOYDS - 12543 N Highway 83, 303-841-6782 
FUNUGYS - 17785 E Cottonwood Dr, 303-699-5999 
TAILGATE TAVERN - 19552 E Main Street, 303-841-7179 

WESTMINSTER 
92ND AVENUE TAVERN - 7701 W 92nd Ave, 303-422-6353 
BLITZ SPORTS BAR -  8468 Federal Blvd, 303-426-0260, Pool Leagues 
CHARLIE’S WEB - 8364 Sheridan Blvd, 303-412-8120 
DAVIE’S LOCKER - 8855 Lowell Blvd, 303-429-0096 
HOFFBRAU BAR & GRILL - 7699 W 88th Ave, 303-422-7755 
HICC UPS - 7980 Sheridan Blvd, 303-429-9523 
OUTPOST - 6921 Lowell Blvd, 303-429-5737 
PARK CENTRE LOUNGE & GRILL - 12011 N Pecos, 303-450-9913 
REAR INN LOUNGE - 4991 W 80th Ave, 303-426-4500 
SWEETWATER - 9975 Wadsworth Pkwy,  303-420-1004 
TOMMY’S - 6801 Lowell Blvd, 303-426-4167 

WHEAT RIDGE 
44TH AVENUE GRILL – 7605 W 44th Ave, 303-421-4544, Pool Leagues, Full Kitchen  
CLUB CORNER – 6551 W 44th Ave, 303-424-5424 
HANK’S BILLIARDS - 5250 W 38TH Ave, 303-424-1822 
HOPPERS - 1-70 Frontage Rd N of Kipling, 303-456-0257 
JAMMIN JOE’S - 4700 Kipling St, 303-428-4597 
LONGSHOTS BAR & GRILL – 4400 Ward Rd, 303-403-0227, Pool Leagues, Texas Hold’em,  
ROCKETTE - 10006 W 44th Ave, 303-422-9163 

STAN’S CARAVAN - 11221 W 44th Ave, 303-467-3557 
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*** Around Colorado *** 

ALAMOSA 
BANK S HOT SPORTS BAR - 1212 8th St reet, 719-589-9895 

ASPEN 
ASPEN BILLIARDS  - 315 E Hyman Ave, 970-920-6707 

BOULDER 
28th STREET TAVERN - 2690 28th St, 303-444-1562 
CU MEMORIAL CENTER - 1669 Euc lid Avenue, 1st floor, Boulder, CO 80309, 303 -492-6338 

PEARL STREET PUB - 1108 Pearl St, 303-939-9900 
OUTBACK SALOON, THE - 3141 28th St, 303-444-0081 
‘ROUND MIDNIGHT - 1005 Pearl St, 303-442-2176 
SUNDOWN SALOON - 1136 Pearl St, 303-449-4987 
WALRUS - 1911 11th Ave, 303-443-9902 

BRIGHTON 
BILLIARDS C & E - 122 N Main St 
J DAWG’S DD SALOON - 245 S Main St, 303-659-9948 
JERRY’S BAR - 130 N Main St, 303-659-3788 
JORDINELLI’S CAFE - 25 N Main St, 303-659-1055 

COLORADO SPRINGS 
ADAM’S APPLE -  3302 Austin Bluffs Pkwy, 719-528-6525  
ANTIQUE BILLIARDS MUSEUM - 3628 Citadel Dr, 719-597-9809 
CJ’S SPORTS BAR - 3535 N. Carefree Cir, (719) 572-1860  
CLEAT’S LOUNGE -  6624 Delmonico Dr, 719-548-8267 
DIAMOND BILLIARD LOUNGE - 3780 E. Boulder St, (719) 596-9516 
DUFFY’S TAVERN - 4861 N. Academy Blvd., (719) 599-7739 

FINISH LINE - 1812 E. Monument St., (719) 634-9870 
FRANKIE’S BAR & GRILL - 945 N Powers Blvd, 719-574-4881 
GEE CUES SPORTS BAR - 3906 San Miguel, 719-638-6855 
GOLDEN CUE - 2790 Hancock Expressway, (719) 390-7633 
HARMONY BOWL -  3845 N Academy Blvd, 719-591-1000 
HOT OWL LONGE -  6437 Omaha Blvd, 719-596-9771 

JOE’S BAR - 4763 Flintridge Dr, 719-599-8382 
MURRAY STREET DARTS -  609 N Murray Blvd, 719-573-0467 
ON THE BOULEVARD - 2855 N. Murray Blvd, (719) 471-4424 
PAUL’S BAR - 310 S. 8th St #B, (719) 520-9737 
PHANTOM CANYON BREWING CO -2 E Pikes Peak Ave, 719-635-2800 

RASCALS - 1785 B St, 719-576-2238 
RILEA’S PUB - 5672 Union Blvd, 719-598-6622 
THIRSTY’S - 2028 Sheldon Ave, 719-444-8515 
TIME OUT LOUNGE - 3721 Brennan Rd, 719-390-7257 
STUDEBAKERS BAR & GRILL - 1840 N. Academy Blvd., (719) 637-8412 
WILLIE’S SOUTH - 1865 N Circle Dr, 719-389-0607 

YUKON TAVERN - 525 S Circle Dr, 719-475-0050 

COLORADO SPRINGS AREA 
CORNER POCKET BILLIARD LOUNGE - 6502 S US Hwy 85-87, Fountain, CO (719) 392-9480  
SILVER TONGUE DEVIL  - 10530 Ute Pass Ave, Green Mountain Falls, 719-684-2555 
TOWNHOUSE LOUNGE - 907 Manitou Ave, Manitou Springs, 719-685-1085 
UTE INN - 204 W Midland, Woodland Park, 719-687-1465 

CRAIG  
MATHER’S BAR - 420 Yampa Ave, 970-824-9946 

DURANGO 
COLORADO PONGAS  - 121 W 8th St , 970-382-8554 

ESTES PARK 
ES TES  PARK REC CENTER  - 555 S Saint Vrain, 970-586-8625 
TRIPPERS LANE 110 W. Elkhorn St. 970-586-4346 

EVERGREEN 
CACTUS JACK'S TAVERN  - Evergreen Pkwy, 303-674-1564 

FORT COLLINS 
COOPERS MITH BREWERY & BILLIARDS - 5 Old Town Square, 970-498-0483 
HATRIXX - 6013 S College Ave, 970-229-1599 
MATCH UP’S - 625 S Mason, 970-482-2337, Pool Leagues  
PITCHERS ! SPORTS RES TAURANT - 1100 W Drake Rd., 970-493-5374 

GRAND JUNCTION 
BANK 8 BILLIARDS– 2460 F Road Ste #3, 970-255-8808 
BRASS RAIL – 476 28 Road, 970-241-8686 

GREELEY 
BARLEYCORN’S - 2385 W 27th St, 970-339-5901 

IDAHO SPRINGS 
BARD CREEK INN - 409 E Parker Ave, 970-569-9827 
HANSON’S LODGE - 1601 Colorado Blvd, 970-567-9391 
INDIAN SPRINGS RESORT - 302 Count Rd 140, 970-567-9475 
TOMMYKNOCKERS BREWERY PUB - 1401 Miner St, 970-567-1022 
WEST WINDS - 1631 Miner St, 567-2029 

JOHNSTOWN 
LEO’S PLACE, - 191/2 S Parish, 970-587-4866  

LEADVILLE 
SILVER DOLLAR SALOON - 315 Harrison Ave, 719-486-9914 

LONGMONT 
A BIT OF BILLIARDS - 700 Ken Pratt Blvd #105, 303-776-3952, Leagues, Tournaments, & Great 
Food 
GROUP THERAPY - 1644 N Main St, 303-776-9541 

LOVELAND 
GRAY’S - 143 S. E. 14th St., 970-663-6133 
NIGHT SHOTZ - 3329 Garfield Ave, 970-669-3727 

PUEBLO 
CLASSIC Q’S - 1715 South Prair ie Avenue, 719-924-8250 
SIDE POCKET LOUNGE  - 4111 Club Manor Dr, 719-546-3636 

TUMBLEWEED TAVERN - 214 S. Mc Cullough Blvd, Pueblo West, 719-547-9995 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS 
VFW POST #4264 - 924 Lincoln Ave, 970-879-9959 

VAIL 
ALTITUDE BILLIARD CLUB - Evergreen Lodge, 970-476-7810  
 

*** Wyoming-Places to Play*** 
CHEYENNE 
MINGLES - 1618 Stillwater Ave, 307-632-9966 
PLUSH CUE BILLIARDS - 1715 Pioneer Ave, 307-632-9615 

CASPER 
BEACON CLUB - 4100 W Yellowstone Hwy, 307-577-1503 
HORSESHOE BAR - 7515 W Yellowstone Hwy, 307-472-5770 
MOONLIGHT LIQUORS - 2305 E 12th, 307-234-7787 
SANDBAR LOUNGE - 100 N Ash, 307-266-2745 
VFW POST #10969 - 4570 W Yellowstone Hwy, 307-266-3221 

LARAMIE 
COWBOY SALOON - 108 S 2nd St 
MINGLES BILLIARDS - 3206 E Grand Ave, 307-721-2005 

DOUGLAS 
NORTHGATE LIQUORS - 711 N 4th, 307-358-6806 
PLAINS TRADING POST - 628 E Richards, 307-358-4489 

GILLETTE 
FIRESIDE LOUNGE - 114 N US Hwy 14-16, 307-682-7545 
JAKES TAVERN - 5201 S Douglas Hwy, 307-686-3781 
MINGLES - 2209 S Douglas Hwy, 307-686-1222 

GLENROCK 
FOUR ACES BAR - 316 W Birch St, 307-436-9010 

MOORCROFT 
DEWEY'S PLACE - 307-756-3713 

RIVERTON 
BOOT, THE - 702 E Main, 307-856-7595 
CEDAR BAR - 413 E Fremont Ave, 307-856-6721 

RALFF’S - 121 N Broadway, 307-856-2837 
RIVERCITY BAR - 910 S Federal Blvd, 307-856-4652 

RAPID CITY, SD 
BREAKROOM BILLIARDS - 355 11th St, 605-716-7676 
 

*** Where To Buy *** 
ACE GAMES INC - 12200 W 52nd Ave, 303-432-9876 
ALL BILLIARDS SERVICE - 2417 N Academy Blvd, Colorado Springs, 719-597-7974 
ALPINE BILLIARDS SALES & SERVICE - 380 S Potomac St, Aurora, 303-617-0220 

BEST QUALITY BILLIARDS - 10405 West Colfax Ave, Lakewood, 303-233-2557, 
www.bestqualitybilliards.com  
BIG BREAK BILLIARDS - 6920 S. Jordan Rd. #E, Centennial, 720-270-1444 

BILLIARDS EMPORIUM – 250 S. Santa Fe Ave, Pueblo, 719-542-7665, 719-583-3660 billiards, 
darts, etc. 
BLACK HILLS NOVELTY -209 Stocktrail Ave, Gillette,WY 307-686-2111 

BMW BILLIARDS (Vending) - 970-391-7664 
BROADWAYS BILLIARD CUES & SUPPLIES - 303-781-5755 
3978 S. Broadway, Englewood  

CAL SPAS - 1035 Zuni, Denver, 303-623-0100 
CAREFREE SPAS & POOLS - 7450 W 52nd Ave Unit V, Arvada, 303-422-0100 
COLORADO BILLIARDS & SPAS - 1555 S Havana, Aurora, 303-337-1818 

COLORADO BILLIARDS & SPAS - 9140 E Westview Rd, Lonetree, 303-721-8181 
FIERCE EAGLE CUE CO - 4014 Tennyson St, Denver, 303-455-1412 

FODOR BILLIARDS - 9030 E Philips Pl Ste 100, Centennial, 303 -770-7771 
FODOR BILLIARDS - 16565 N Washington St, Thornton, 303 -920-0800 
FODOR BILLIARDS - 3310 Austin Bluffs Pkwy, Colorado Springs, 719 -598-4611 

FRONT RANGE POOL TABLES - 1600 E. Mulberry St. #3,  Fort Collins, 970 -419-0816 
FRONT RANGE BILLIARD SUPPLY - 303-717-0040 
GAME EXCHANGE OF COLORADO - 2650 W 6th Ave, Denver, 303-893-4300 

GAME MASTER - 107 Quincy Street  Pueblo, CO 81004 (719) 542 -5832 
HOME STARS DESIGN STUDIO - 2855 W Oxford Ave Unit 1, Englewood, 303 -979-1200 
HOT SPRINGS SPAS OF COLORADO - 4275 Broadway, Denver, 303-296-7727 

INTERNA TIONAL HOT TUB CO - 1640 S Abilene St, Aurora,303-755-4772 
JAKiT’s DART & BILLIARD SUPPLY - 1651 Carey Ave, #10, Cheyenne, WY, 307-369-2658 
LG CUES / Chris Briggs - 2785 S Patton Ct, Denver, 303-922-4003 

POOL SHARKS INC - 1020 28th Ave #107B, Greeley, 970-304-6837 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOME & LEISURE - 163 Goldmine Dr, Pagosa Springs, 970 -264-1717 

SPA PALACE - 8601 W Cross Dr, Littleton, 303-972-4932 
SPLASH AND RACK - 13750 E Quincy Ave, Aurora, 303-680-2000 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN POOL TABLE – 301 Main, Windsor, 970-686-1111 

TD ROWE AMUSEMENTS (Vending) - 303-455-4500 
TRIANGLE BILLIARD SUPPLY - 5950 S Platte Canyon Road Unit A1B, Denver, 303 -935-3734 
WOODY’S BILLIARDS INSTALL & REPAIR - 720-628-6053 
 

*** Leagues/Tours *** 
APA OF NORTHERN COLORADO - Kevin Leivonen, 303-862-0466, 
northerncolorado@apaleagues.com 

APA - NORTH & WEST DENV ER AREA - Peggy LeBlanc, 303-205-9781, 
paleblanc@comcast.net  
APA - SOUTH & EAST METRO DENV ER - Chuck Rooney, 720-427-4629, 

apapool1@comcast.net 

APA - WESTERN SLOPE - Jan Maez, 970-523-8661, wcoapapool@bresnan.net  
APA - Yampa Valley Pool League (Routt & Moffat Counties) - Michelle Reed, (970) 826-2783, 

yvapa@msn.com  
BMW BILLIARDS - Judy Mehle, 970-391-7664, VNEA Pool Leagues in Northern Colorado  
CHAMPION POOL LEAGUES - Richie Cunningham & Angela Jackson, 303-647-4282, BCA, 

VNEA, USAPL, r ichie.angela@championpoolplayers.com 
DENVER POOLPLAYERS ASSOCIATION, Charlie Ray, BCA, 303-902-3014, 
playdpa@gmail.com  

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY– Cindy Plank, 720-289-1471 
MILE HIGH TAP LEAGUE - Bill Davis, 303-817-6996, Adams & Arapahoe counties in Denver 

Area  
STAY IN STROKE BILLIARDS - Rich Montoya, 303-748-6653, offering leagues and tournaments 
TAP POOL LEAGUES - Scott Prater, 303-944-2994, www.tapleague.com, TAP Pool Leagues  

Places  to  Play 
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Top Players Gather at Antique Billiard Museum for Str8Shots Event 
Results provided by  
Jim Calderon, Tournament Director 
 
Excitement was in the air as pool  
players of all ages, filed into Colora-
do’s biggest pool room. The Antique 
Billiard Museum in Colorado Springs 
was the site of the second of three Jun-
ior National Qualifiers and open tour-
naments sponsored by Str8-Shots.com. 
The giant poolroom boasts over 30 
Diamond barboxes and plenty of 9 
foot Brunswicks for the junior players. 
The walls are covered with tourna-
ment brackets and photos from some 
of the country’s largest pool events in the 80’s 
and 90’s, most from Scott Smith’s collection. 
Scott was the tournament director for most of the 
big pro events at that time. It was a great pool 
setting complete with a large contingent of gray 
haired pool railbirds, here to sweat the first 
$1000 added pool tournament in Colorado 
Springs in many a year!  
 
Colorado Springs poolplayers were the order of 
the day as they nabbed seven of the 13 money 
spots in the tournament. It was fitting that several 
of the top finishers were also Junior Nationals 
qualifiers themselves! Four ladies braved the 
tough 57 player tournament field, hoping to 
sharpen their skills against some of the best pool-
players Colorado has to offer. The top lady prize 
went to Laura Lo of Colorado Springs. Laura 
won a match on the winner’s side, then two on 
the loser’s side, before losing to Frank Urbaniak. 

The 9th thru 12th spots went 
to Jason McClure of Colora-
do Springs, who had a fine 
tournament upsetting two 
strong players along the way. 
Jim Frazier of Westcliffe, 
Lou Valdez and Jim Calde-
ron of Pueblo, all played 
well enough to get the cash! 
 
Finishing in 7th-8th place 
were Ray Lucero of Pueblo 
and Marc Vidal of Denver. 
Ray had a nice upset win 
over Jeremy Melber and 

Marc played solid as always, only losing to two 
strong players playing well. 
 
Ruben Silva of Pueblo West was not too happy 
with his 5th-6th place finish in this event, as he 
does not lose too many tournaments at Antiques. 
He won six matches, tying for the most wins in 
the event, defeating both Jeremy and Marc Vidal 
along the way. Dave Mahder of Monument also 
finished in the 5th-6th spot, winning five match-
es in the tough field. 
 
Having an exceptional tourney was Jim McCrary 
of Colorado Springs. Winning a match against 
the always tough Sam Cordova is a great way to 
start off your day. He won three more matches 
on the winner’s side before losing his match to 
Nate Smith. He then played a very good match to 
knock Ruben out of the tourney and ended up 
with a great effort falling to Greg Romero, fin-

ishing 4th in a strong field. 
 
Greg Romero of Denver made a rare appearance 
out of the metro area. He brought his usual “A” 
game with him. Greg also won six matches beat-
ing some very good players along the way. He 
was stopped by two players who were playing 
very good in their home pool room. Greg’s con-
sistent solid play netted him a strong 3rd place 
finish. 
 
Nate Smith survived some hill-hill matches to 
knock off four of the players who finished in the 
money. Nate won six matches losing only the hill 
match against Cecil. 
 
Cecil Monge was unstoppable on this Saturday! 
Playing run out 8-ball, Cecil was in control of 
most of his matches along the way. After beating 
four good players, Cecil had a nail biter with 
Greg Romero, but survived to play Nate for the 
hill. The pressure was on as both players could 
not capitalize on their opponents mistakes. Cecil 
made the crucial shots as he won and ended up 
undefeated for the tournament. It was early 
morning when Nate and Cecil decided to split the 
first and second place prize money. Congratula-
tions to both of these Colorado Springs players 
on a great finish! 
 
Thanks to Chris Denton and Dar Kyle for help-
ing me run this large event. Thanks again to 
Marc and Kimberly of Str8 Shots for a great pool 
Saturday. See you at the next tourney! 

Top Finishers (L to R): 

Cecil Monge, Jim Calderon 
(tourney director) and  

Nate Smith 

(719) 597-9809 
3628 Citadel Drive  Colo Spgs 

Home of the  

Rocky  

Mountain 

State  

Games! 

The Only Billiard 

Museum in the    

World with a Bar ! 
  

Bring your 

team to play 

at Antiques! 

FRIDAY NIGHT 9-BALL TOURNEY 

One of Colorado Springs   
longest running tournaments! 

Tournament Director: Sami Armendariz  

 

HANK’S 

bILLIARDS 

5250 w. 38TH Ave   303-424-1822 

Presents: 

May 4, 2013 
8-BAll TourNAmeNT, rAce To 7, 12’S/dowN 

One day event, 32 player limit, Bar Box 

$300 added, $25 entry 

Player Auction 10 am Sat, May 4 

May 11, 2013 
8-BAll TourNAmeNT, rAce To 7, 12’S/dowN 

$300 added, $25 entry 

Player Auction 10 am Sat, May 11 

For more info contact Larry Sposato 720-620-3730 
or Hank Rivera at 720-937-3771 

 
Pete, Frances & 
Linda Trujillo 

PLUSH CUE  
BILLIARDS 

 
 

 

1715 Pioneer Avenue 
Cheyenne, WY  82001 

(307) 632-9615 
 
 

 

Pool Table Recovering 
Pool, Video, Pinball, Foosball 




